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Potentially deadly horse virus contained
UW-RF expert credits
awareness, fast
response

BY CHUCK NOWLEN
cnowlen@rivertowns.net

^å=çìíÄêÉ~â= çÑ= íÜÉ= éçíÉåJ
íá~ääó= ÇÉ~Çäó= bèìáåÉ= eÉêéÉë
sáêìë= íÜêÉï= ~= ëÅ~êÉ= áåíç= íÜÉ
äçÅ~ä= ÜçêëÉ= Åçããìåáíó= É~êäó
íÜáë=óÉ~ê=Äìí=ï~ë=Åçåí~áåÉÇ=Äó
èìáÅâ= ~Åíáçå= çå= ïÉääJÉëí~ÄJ
äáëÜÉÇ= êÉëéçåëÉ= éêçíçÅçäëI
~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ=íç=~=rtJoáîÉê=c~ääë
ÉñéÉêíK

fíÛë= çåÉ= çÑ= íÜçëÉ= íÜáåÖë
ïÜÉêÉ=óçì=Ü~îÉ=íç=ÄÉ=ÉîÉêJîáÖJ
áä~åíIÒ= ^åáã~ä= eÉ~äíÜ
mêçÑÉëëçê= mÉíÉê= o~óåÉ= ë~áÇ= áå
~å=áåíÉêîáÉï=ä~ëí=ïÉÉâK

pç=íÜÉêÉ=ï~ë=~=äçí=çÑ=áåíÉêJ
Éëí= ~åÇ= ~ï~êÉåÉëë= çåÅÉ= íÜÉ
áåáíá~ä=Å~ëÉë=ïÉêÉ=Çá~ÖåçëÉÇÁ
qÜÉêÉ= Ü~îÉ= ÄÉÉå= åç= Å~ëÉë= áå
íÜÉ= ëí~íÉ= ëáåÅÉ= ä~íÉJj~êÅÜI
ïÜÉå= íÜÉ= ä~ëí= éçëáíáîÉ= ÜçêëÉ
ï~ë=áÇÉåíáÑáÉÇ=áå=táëÅçåëáåKÒ

^í= äÉ~ëí= NM= ÜçêëÉë= ïÉêÉ
áåÑÉÅíÉÇ= ïáíÜ= bèìáåÉ= eÉêéÉë
sáêìë=áå=táëÅçåëáåI=jáååÉëçí~
~åÇ=fçï~= áå=j~êÅÜ=~åÇ=^éêáäI
áåÅäìÇáåÖ= çåÉ= áå= píK= `êçáñ
`çìåíó=~åÇ=íïç=çíÜÉêë=áå=mçäâ
~åÇ= i~Ñ~óÉííÉ= ÅçìåíáÉëI
~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ= íç= ëÉîÉê~ä= êÉéçêíëK
låÉ=êÉéçêí=~äëç=äáëíÉÇ=~å=áåÑÉÅJ
íáçå=áå=_ìêåÉíí=`çìåíóK

^= ëÉÅçåÇI= ÜáÖÜäó= ëìëéáJ
ÅáçìëÒ= Å~ëÉ= çÅÅìêêÉÇ= áå= píK
`êçáñ=`çìåíó=áå=cÉÄêì~êóI=~åÇ
íÜÉ= ~åáã~ä= ï~ë= ÉìíÜ~åáòÉÇI
~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ= íç= ~åçíÜÉê= ëçìêÅÉK
qÜ~í=Å~ëÉ= êÉéçêíÉÇäó= áåîçäîÉÇ

íÜÉ= ë~ãÉ= Ñ~êã=ïÜÉêÉ= bèìáåÉ
eÉêéÉë= sáêìë= ï~ë= ä~íÉê= ÅçåJ
ÑáêãÉÇ=áå=j~êÅÜK

qÜÉ= ÜáÖÜäó= Åçåí~Öáçìë
îáêìëI=ïÜáÅÜ=êÉã~áåë=Ççêã~åí
áå=áåÑÉÅíÉÇ=~åáã~äë=~ÑíÉê=ÉñéçJ
ëìêÉ= Äìí= Å~å= êÉîáîÉ= ÇìêáåÖ
éÉêáçÇë= çÑ= ëíêÉëëI= Å~å= Å~ìëÉ
åÉìêçäçÖáÅ~äI=ìêáå~êó=~åÇ=êÉëJ
éáê~íçêó= éêçÄäÉãëI= åÉçå~í~ä
ÇÉ~íÜ=~åÇ=~ÄçêíáçåK=

VIRUS EXPLAINED
qÜÉ= îáêìë= áë= ëéêÉ~Ç= Äó

ÜçêëÉJíçJÜçêëÉ= Åçåí~Åí= Äìí
~äëç= íÜêçìÖÜ= í~ÅâI= ÖêççãáåÖ
ÉèìáéãÉåí=çê= ÑÉÉÇ=~åÇ=ï~íÉê
ÄìÅâÉíëI= Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉK=fí= áë=åçí

Ü~êãÑìä=íç=Üìã~åë=Äìí=Å~å=ÄÉ
é~ëëÉÇ= íç= ÜçêëÉë= Äó= éÉçéäÉÛë
Ü~åÇë=çê=ÅäçíÜáåÖK

o~óåÉ=åçíÉÇ=íÜ~í=íÜÉêÉ=~êÉ
íïç= ëíê~áåë= çÑ= bèìáåÉ=eÉêéÉë
sáêìëI= çê= besJNW= íÜÉ= ÇÉ~Çäó
píê~áå= aI= ïÜáÅÜ= Ü~ë= ~= îÉêó
ÜáÖÜ=éêçéÉåëáíó=íç=ÅêÉ~íÉ=åÉìJ
êçäçÖáÅ~ä= éêçÄäÉãëXÒ= ~åÇ= ~
ãáäÇÉê=píê~áå=bI=ïÜáÅÜ=áë=åçí
~ë= îáêìäÉåí=Äìí= ëíáää= Å~å=Å~ìëÉ
éêçÄäÉãëKÒ

píê~áå=a=ï~ë=åçí=ÅçåÑáêãÉÇ
áå=~åó=çÑ=íÜÉ=táëÅçåëáå=Å~ëÉëI
ÜÉ=ë~áÇK

o~óåÉ= ~ÇÇÉÇ= íÜ~í= ÜçêëÉë
Å~å=ÄÉ=ÉëéÉÅá~ääó=îìäåÉê~ÄäÉ=íç

besJN= áå= íÜÉ= ëéêáåÖ= ~åÇ= Ñ~ää
ÇìÉ= íç= ëÉ~ëçå~ä= ïÉ~íÜÉê
ÅÜ~åÖÉë= ~åÇ= íê~åëéçêí~íáçå
ëíêÉëë=ïÜÉå= íÜÉó=~êÉ= í~âÉå= íç
áåÇìëíêó= ëÜçïë= ~åÇ= ÉñÜáÄáJ
íáçåëI=Ñçê=Éñ~ãéäÉK

fíÛë=~=ÜÉêéÉë=îáêìëI=~åÇ=çåÉ
ÅÜ~ê~ÅíÉêáëíáÅ= çÑ= íÜ~í= îáêìë= áë
íÜ~í=çåÅÉ=~å=~åáã~ä= áë= áåÑÉÅíJ
ÉÇI= íÜÉ= îáêìë= ÄÉÅçãÉë= ä~íÉåíI
~åÇ= íÜÉåI= ÇìêáåÖ= ~= éÉêáçÇ= çÑ
ëíêÉëëI=áí=Å~å=ÅçãÉ=çìí=~Ö~áåIÒ
ÜÉ=ë~áÇK=̂ í=íÜ~í=éçáåíI=íÜÉ=~åáJ
ã~ä= ïáää= ëÜÉÇ= íÜÉ= îáêìëI= ëç= áí
Å~å= ÄÉ= íê~åëãáííÉÇ= íÜêçìÖÜ
åçëÉJíçJåçëÉ= Åçåí~Åí= ~åÇ
íÜêçìÖÜ=çíÜÉê=ãÉ~åëKÒ

qóéáÅ~ääóI=íÜÉ=çåëÉí=çÑ=besJ
N=áë=ã~êâÉÇ=Äó=~=ãáäÇ=ÑÉîÉê=íÜ~í
ÖçÉë= ~ï~ó= ~ÑíÉê= Ñçìê= çê= ÑáîÉ
Ç~óëI=ÑçääçïÉÇ=Äó=~=ãçêÉ=éêçJ
äçåÖÉÇ= ÑÉîÉê= ~åÇ= ëóãéíçãë
íÜ~í=íÉåÇ=íç=~ééÉ~ê=ÉáÖÜí=íç=NM
Ç~óë=ä~íÉêK=besJN=Å~å=ÄÉ=éçëáJ
íáîÉäó= Çá~ÖåçëÉÇ= îá~= ~= å~ë~ä
ëï~Ä=~åÇ=~=ÇÉíÉÅíáçå=íÉëíK=

qÜÉ=âÉó=áë=É~êäó=ÇÉíÉÅíáçå
~åÇ= íêÉ~íãÉåíIÒ= o~óåÉ
Éñéä~áåÉÇK=

cçääçïJìé= íêÉ~íãÉåí
áåÅäìÇÉë= èì~ê~åíáåÉ= ~åÇ
êÉëíêáÅíÉÇ= ãçîÉãÉåíI= ~åíáJ
áåÑä~ãã~íçêó=ÇêìÖë=~åÇ=ÖÉåJ
Éê~ä= ëìééçêíáîÉ= Å~êÉK= få= Å~ëÉë
ïÜÉêÉ= åÉìêçäçÖáÅ~ä= éêçÄäÉãë
~êÉ=éêÉëÉåíI=~åáã~äë=ã~ó=Ü~îÉ
íç=ÄÉ=âÉéí=áå=é~ÇÇÉÇ=ëí~ääë=~åÇ
ëéÉÅá~ä= ëäáåÖë=ã~ó=Ü~îÉ= íç=ÄÉ
ìëÉÇ=íç=ÜÉäé=íÜÉã=ëí~åÇK

FAST RESPONSE
o~óåÉ=ÅêÉÇáíÉÇ=ïáÇÉëéêÉ~Ç

~ï~êÉåÉëë= çÑ= íÜÉ= ÇáëÉ~ëÉÛë
éçíÉåíá~äI= ÉÑÑÉÅíáîÉ= áåÇìëíêóJ
ïáÇÉ= ÅçããìåáÅ~íáçå=Ô=åçï
ÄççëíÉÇ= Äó= ëçÅá~ä= ãÉÇá~= Ô
~åÇ=Éëí~ÄäáëÜÉÇ=íêÉ~íãÉåí=~åÇ
éêÉîÉåíáçå= éêçíçÅçäë= ïáíÜ
âÉÉéáåÖ= íÜÉ= OMNQ= çìíÄêÉ~â
Ñêçã=ÖÉííáåÖ=çìí=çÑ=Ü~åÇK

qÜÉ= áåÇìëíêó= âåçïë= íÜ~í
besJN=áë=ÉåÇÉãáÅ=áå=íÜÉ=ÜçêëÉ
éçéìä~íáçå= ~åÇ= íÜ~í=ïÉÛää= ëÉÉ
~å=çìíÄêÉ~â=Ñêçã=íáãÉ=íç=íáãÉI
ëç=áíÛë=áå=ÉîÉêóÄçÇóÛë=ÄÉëí=áåíÉêJ
Éëí=íç=âÉÉé=~=äÉîÉä=çÑ=îáÖáä~åÅÉIÒ
ÜÉ=ë~áÇK=

fÑ= óçìÛêÉ= áå= íÜÉ= ÜçêëÉ
áåÇìëíêóI= óçìÛîÉ= Öçí= ~= Ñ~áêäó
ÜáÖÜ= áåîÉëíãÉåí=Ô= íÜÉ= ~îÉêJ
~ÖÉ= çïåÉê= ëéÉåÇë= ëçãÉíÜáåÖ
äáâÉ= ARIMMM= ~= óÉ~ê= Ñçê= É~ÅÜ
ÜçêëÉÁ=pç=éÉçéäÉ=~êÉ=Å~êÉÑìäI

~åÇ=ÄÉÅ~ìëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=~î~áä~Äáäáíó
çÑ= ëçÅá~ä= ãÉÇá~I= óçì= Å~å
ëéêÉ~Ç= íÜÉ= ïçêÇ= íÜ~í= ãìÅÜ
ãçêÉ=èìáÅâäóKÒ

qÜÉêÉ= áë= ~= ëíêçåÖ= besJN
éêÉëÉåÅÉ= çå= c~ÅÉÄççâ= ~åÇ
çíÜÉê= ëçÅá~ä=ãÉÇá~I= ~åÇ=ïçêÇ
çÑ= íÜáë= óÉ~êÛë= çìíÄêÉ~â= ~åÇ
êÉëéçåëÉ= éêçÅÉÇìêÉë= é~ëëÉÇ
èìáÅâäó= îá~= çíÜÉê= ÅÜ~ååÉäë
íÜêçìÖÜ=áåÇìëíêó=~ëëçÅá~íáçåëX
rKpKI= ëí~íÉ= ~åÇ= äçÅ~ä= ÖçîÉêåJ
ãÉåí= ~ÖÉåÅáÉëX= ~åÇ= ãÉÇá~
çìíäÉíëI=o~óåÉ=~ÇÇÉÇK

^ÅÅÉëë= íç= íÜÉ= rtJoáîÉê
c~ääë= `~ãéìë= i~Äçê~íçêó
c~êãëI= ïÜÉêÉ= ~Äçìí= NMMÒ
ÜçêëÉë= ïÉêÉ= âÉéí= íÜáë= ëéêáåÖI
ï~ë=äáãáíÉÇ=áããÉÇá~íÉäó=~ÑíÉê
íÜáë=óÉ~êÛë=Å~ëÉë=ïÉêÉ=êÉéçêíÉÇI
ÜÉ=åçíÉÇK=

içÅ~ä= ÜçêëÉ= çïåÉêë= ~äëç
ïÉêÉ= ~äÉêíÉÇ= ~Äçìí= éêÉÅ~ìJ
íáçå~êó= ãÉ~ëìêÉëI= ïÜáÅÜ
áåÅäìÇÉ=íÉãéÉê~íìêÉ=ãçåáíçêJ
áåÖI= ÇáëáåÑÉÅí~åíë= ~åÇ= ÅäçëÉ
îáÖáä~åÅÉ=çîÉê=ï~íÉê= ~åÇ= ÑÉÉÇ
ëìééäáÉëI=ëí~ää=~êÉ~ë=~åÇ=âÉÉéJ
ÉêëÛ=ÄççíëI=ÅäçíÜáåÖ=~åÇ=ÉèìáéJ
ãÉåíK

få= íÜÉ= ï~âÉ= çÑ= íÜáë= óÉ~êÛë
çìíÄêÉ~âI= ëçãÉ= ÉñÜáÄáíçêë
ëí~óÉÇ= ~ï~ó= Ñêçã= ^éêáäÛë
jáÇïÉëí= eçêëÉ= c~áê= áå
j~ÇáëçåI= ~åÇ= çêÖ~åáòÉêë= éìí
ìé=ëáÖåë=~Äçìí=besJN=áå=Ä~êåë
~åÇ=çíÜÉê=Ñ~ÅáäáíáÉëI=ïÜáäÉ=~äëç
ã~âáåÖ=Ü~åÇ=ë~åáíáòÉêë=ïáÇÉäó
~î~áä~ÄäÉ=çå=íÜÉ=ÖêçìåÇëK

eçêëÉ=~ÅÅÉëë=ï~ë=~äëç=äáãJ
áíÉÇ= ~åÇ= ëáãáä~ê= éêÉÅ~ìíáçåë
ïÉêÉ= í~âÉå= ~í= íÜÉ= jáååÉëçí~
eçêëÉ= bñéç= ~í= íÜÉ= ëí~íÉ= Ñ~áêJ
ÖêçìåÇë=ä~íÉê=áå=íÜÉ=ãçåíÜK

BY NIKI HOVATTER
nhovatter@rivertowns.net

oáîÉê= c~ääë= ÅçåíáåìÉë= íç
ÅçãéÉíÉ= ïáíÜ= ä~êÖÉ= ÅáíáÉë
~Åêçëë= íÜÉ= rKpK= ïÜÉå= áí
ÅçãÉë=íç=êÉåÉï~ÄäÉ=ÉåÉêÖóI
~ÅÅçêÇáåÖ= íç= ~= gìåÉ= êÉéçêí
Äó= íÜÉ= rKpK= aÉé~êíãÉåí= çÑ
båÉêÖóK

oáîÉê= c~ääë= jìåáÅáé~ä
ríáäáíáÉë= ê~åâÉÇ= QíÜ= Ñçê
ÖêÉÉå= éçïÉê= ë~äÉë= ~ë= éÉêJ
ÅÉåí~ÖÉ= çÑ= íçí~ä= ë~äÉëÒ= ~åÇ
NMíÜ= Ñçê= ÅìëíçãÉê= é~êíáÅáJ
é~íáçå= ê~íÉÒ= ~ãçåÖ=ìíáäáíáÉë
é~êíáÅáé~íáåÖ= áå= å~íáçåïáÇÉ
dêÉÉå=mçïÉê=mêçÖê~ãëK

dêÉÉå= mçïÉê= mêçÖê~ãë
~êÉ= çÑÑÉêÉÇ= Äó= íÜÉ= rKpK
aÉé~êíãÉåí= çÑ= båÉêÖóK
ríáäáíáÉë=å~íáçåïáÇÉI=áå=ÅáíáÉë
äáâÉ=j~Çáëçå=~åÇ=m~äç=^äíçI
`~äáÑK=é~êíáÅáé~íÉK=

jáâÉ= kçêÉÉåI= ÅçåëÉêî~J
íáçå= ~åÇ= ÉÑÑáÅáÉåÅó= ÅççêÇáJ
å~íçê= Ñçê= ocjrI= ë~áÇ= íÜÉëÉ
~ÅÜáÉîÉãÉåíë= êÉÑäÉÅí= äçÅ~ä
î~äìÉëK==

fí= ÖáîÉë= óçì= ~= ÖäáãéëÉ
áåëáÇÉ=Üçï=éÉçéäÉ=îáÉï=íÜÉáê
ÉåÉêÖó= áå= oáîÉê= c~ääëIÒ= ë~áÇ
kçêÉÉåK=fíÛë= îçäìåí~êó= éìêJ
ÅÜ~ëÉëI= ëç= íÜÉëÉ= éÉçéäÉ= ~êÉ
ÖçáåÖ= ~ÄçîÉ= ~åÇ= ÄÉóçåÇK
qÜÉëÉ= éêçÖê~ãë= ~êÉ= ~î~áäJ
~ÄäÉ= íÜêçìÖÜ= ~äãçëí= ÉîÉêó
ìíáäáíó= áå= íÜÉ= rKpK= ~åÇ= áíÛë
Å~ìÖÜí=ÑáêÉ=ÜÉêÉKÒ

içÅ~äë=~êÉ=ÜÉäéáåÖ=ocjr
~ÅÜáÉîÉ=áíë=Öç~äë=Äó=áåîÉëíáåÖ
áå= êÉåÉï~ÄäÉ= ÉåÉêÖóK
`ìëíçãÉêë= Å~å= Äìó= AP
êÉåÉï~ÄäÉ= ÉåÉêÖó= ÄäçÅâë
Ñêçã=ocjrK=

kÉ~êäó=SB=çÑ=ocjr=ÅìëJ
íçãÉêë= ~êÉ= åçï= ÄìóáåÖ
íÜÉëÉ= ÄäçÅâëI= ïÜáÅÜ= ~êÉ
áåîÉëíÉÇ=áå=êÉåÉï~ÄäÉ=ÉåÉêJ

Öó=ìíáäáíó=éêçàÉÅíë=~Åêçëë=íÜÉ
jáÇïÉëíK

píK= `êçáñ= s~ääÉó= e~Äáí~í
Ñçê= eìã~åáíó= áë= çåÉ= äçÅ~ä
çêÖ~åáò~íáçå= í~âáåÖ= ~ÅíáçåK
bîÉêó=ÜçìëÉ=áå=áíë=oáîÉê=c~ääë
bÅç=sáää~ÖÉ=ÖÉåÉê~íÉë=áíë=çïå
ëçä~ê=ÉåÉêÖóK

qÜáë=áë=ïÜÉêÉ=ÉîÉêóÄçÇó
ëÜçìäÇ=ÄÉ=ÖçáåÖIÒ=ë~áÇ=a~îÉ
båÖëíêçãI= ÉñÉÅìíáîÉ= ÇáêÉÅJ
íçê= Ñçê= píK= `êçáñ= s~ääÉó
e~Äáí~í= Ñçê= eìã~åáíóK= tÉ
Å~å=åç=äçåÖÉê=~ÑÑçêÇ=íç=ÄìáäÇ
áå= íÜÉ=çäÇ=ï~óëK=tÉ=~êÉ= íêóJ
áåÖ=íç=ÑáåÇ=~=ï~ó=íç=ÄÉ=ÉÅçJ
åçãáÅ~ääó= ëìëí~áå~ÄäÉ= áå
ÉîÉêó=ëÉåëÉ=çÑ=íÜÉ=ïçêÇKÒ=

tÜáäÉ= ocjr= ÅçåíáåìÉë
íç= ~ÅÜáÉîÉ= ëìëí~áå~Äáäáíó
Öç~äëI= áíë= é~êíáÅáé~íáçå= áë
ëäáÖÜíäó= äçïÉê= íÜ~å= ä~ëí
óÉ~êÛëK=

kçêÉÉå=ë~áÇ=íÜÉ=ÇÉÅêÉ~ëÉ
áë=~=êÉëìäí=çÑ=ocjr=çÑÑÉêáåÖ
çíÜÉê=ÉÑÑáÅáÉåÅó=éêçÖê~ãëK==

ríáäáíáÉë= aáêÉÅíçê= hÉîáå
tÉëíÜìáë=ë~áÇ=ÜÉÛë=ÅçåÑáÇÉåí
oáîÉê=c~ääë=Å~å=~ÅÜáÉîÉ=ãçêÉ
åÉñí=óÉ~êK

eÉ=ë~áÇ=ocjrÛë=Öç~ä=áë=íç
ÄÉ= íÜÉ= ÜáÖÜÉëí= ê~åâáåÖ= Åáíó
áå= íÜÉ= ëí~íÉ= Ñçê= ÅìëíçãÉê
é~êíáÅáé~íáçå=íÜáë=óÉ~êK

̂ ë= ìíáäáíó= ÇáêÉÅíçê= fÛã
ÜÉêÉ= íç= ëìééçêí= çìê= ëí~ÑÑI
í~âÉ=ÇáêÉÅíáçå=Ñêçã=çìê=éçäáJ
Åó= ã~âÉêë= ~åÇ= ìäíáã~íÉäó
êÉÑäÉÅí= íÜÉ= î~äìÉë= çÑ= çìê
Åçããìåáíó= íÜêçìÖÜ= íÜÉ
éçäáÅó= ã~âÉêëIÒ= ë~áÇ
tÉëíÜìáëK

ocjr= ÅìëíçãÉêë= áåíÉêJ
ÉëíÉÇ= áå= ÖÉííáåÖ= áåîçäîÉÇ
ïáíÜ= êÉåÉï~ÄäÉ= ÉåÉêÖó= çê
ÄìóáåÖ= êÉåÉï~ÄäÉ= ÉåÉêÖó
ÄäçÅâë= Å~å= îáëáí
ïïïKê ÑãìKçêÖLÉåîáêçå
ãÉåíK

RFMU keeps
meeting renewable
energy goals

RFMU competes 
for solar garden

BY NIKI HOVATTER
nhovatter@rivertowns.net

fÑ= oáîÉê= c~ääë= jìåáÅáé~ä
ríáäáíáÉë= ïáåë= áí= ~ééäáÅ~íáçå
ïáíÜ=~=êÉÖáçå~ä=éçïÉê=Åçãé~J
åóI=oáîÉê=c~ääë=ïáää=ÄÉ=ÜçãÉ=íç
áíë=ÑáêëíJÉîÉê=ëçä~ê=Ö~êÇÉå=åÉñí
ëéêáåÖK=

tmmf=båÉêÖóI=ocjrÛë=ìíáäáJ
íó=ïÜçäÉë~äÉêI=ïáää=ÅÜççëÉ=íïç
çÑ= áíë= RN= ìíáäáíó= ãÉãÄÉêë= íç
ÜçìëÉ=`çããìåáíó=pçä~êÒ=Ö~êJ
ÇÉåëK=

o c j r
`çåëÉêî~íáçåLbÑÑáÅáÉåÅó
`ççêÇáå~íçê= jáâÉ= kçêÉÉå= áë
ÅçåÑáÇÉåí=oáîÉê=c~ääëÛ=~ééäáÅ~J
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RIDE FOR CHILDREN’S SMILES
Our Neighbors’ Place, a homeless shelter in River Falls, will hold a fundraiser at 9 a.m. Saturday, July 26.
The day will include a benefit ride, food, beverages and a Christian Rock Band. Cost is $10 per person. RSVP
to maryjoansutton@gmail.com. Proceeds will benefit the children’s museum/zoo/theater activities for those
staying at the shelter. The benefit is sponsored in part by Circuit Riders Motorcycle Ministry. For more infor-
mation go to www.ourneighborsplace.org. (Submitted photo)

UW-River Falls Animal Health Professor Peter Rayne is shown with Tonka at the university’s Campus Laboratory
Farm. (River Falls Journal photo by Chuck Nowlen)

River Falls Municipal Utilities markets their renewable energy campaign during the River Falls Days parade. (River Falls Journal photo by Niki Hovatter)

New light shed on solar energy
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Town’s focus: On the road again

An outbreak of the poten-
tially deadly Equine Herpes
Virus threw a scare into the
local horse community early
this year but was contained by
quick action on well-estab-
lished response protocols,
according to a UW-River Falls
expert.

"It's one of those things
where you have to be ever-vig-
ilant," Animal Health
Professor Peter Rayne said in
an interview last week.

"So there was a lot of inter-
est and awareness once the
initial cases were diagnosed...
There have been no cases in
the state since late-March,
when the last positive horse
was identified in Wisconsin."

At least 10 horses were
infected with Equine Herpes
Virus in Wisconsin, Minnesota
and Iowa in March and April,
including one in St. Croix
County and two others in Polk
and Lafayette counties,
according to several reports.
One report also listed an infec-
tion in Burnett County.

A second, "highly suspi-
cious" case occurred in St.
Croix County in February, and
the animal was euthanized,
according to another source.
That case reportedly involved

the same farm where Equine
Herpes Virus was later con-
firmed in March.

The highly contagious
virus, which remains dormant
in infected animals after expo-
sure but can revive during
periods of stress, can cause
neurological, urinary and res-
piratory problems, neonatal
death and abortion.

The virus is spread by
horse-to-horse contact but
also through tack, grooming
equipment or feed and water
buckets, for example. It is not

harmful to humans but can be
passed to horses by people's
hands or clothing.

Rayne noted that there are
two strains of Equine Herpes
Virus, or EHV-1: the deadly
Strain D, which "has a very
high propensity to create neu-
rological problems;" and a
milder Strain E, which "is not
as virulent but still can cause
problems."

Strain D was not confirmed
in any of the Wisconsin cases,
he said.

Rayne added that horses
can be especially vulnerable to

EHV-1 in the spring and fall
due to seasonal weather
changes and transportation
stress when they are taken to
industry shows and exhibi-
tions, for example.

"It's a herpes virus, and one
characteristic of that virus is
that once an animal is infect-
ed, the virus becomes latent,
and then, during a period of
stress, it can come out again,"
he said. 'At that point, the ani-
mal will shed the virus, so it
can be transmitted through
nose-to-nose contact and
through other means."

Typically, the onset of EHV-
1 is marked by a mild fever that
goes away after four or five
days, followed by a more pro-
longed fever and symptoms
that tend to appear eight to 10
days later. EHV-1 can be posi-
tively diagnosed via a nasal
swab and a detection test.

"The key is early detection
and treatment," Rayne
explained.

Follow-up treatment
includes quarantine and
restricted movement, anti-
inflammatory drugs and gen-
eral supportive care. In cases
where neurological problems
are present, animals may have
to be kept in padded stalls and
special slings may have to be
used to help them stand.

Rayne credited widespread
awareness of the disease's
potential, effective industry-
wide communication — now
boosted by social media —
and established treatment and
prevention protocols with
keeping the 2014 outbreak
from getting out of hand.

"The industry knows that
EHV-1 is endemic in the horse
population and that we'll see
an outbreak from time to time,
so it's in everybody's best inter-
est to keep a level of vigilance,"
he said.

"If you're in the horse
industry, you've got a fairly
high investment — the aver-
age owner spends something
like $5,OOO a year for each
horse... So people are careful,

and because of the availability
of social media, you can
spread the word that much
more quickly."

There is a strong EHV-1
presence on Facebook and
other social media, and word
of this year's outbreak and
response procedures passed
quickly via other channels
through industry associations;
U.S., state and local govern-
ment agencies; and media
outlets, Rayne added.

Access to the UW-River
Falls Campus Laboratory
Farms, where "about 1OO"
horses were kept this spring,
was limited immediately after
this year's cases were reported,
he noted.

Local horse owners also
were alerted about precau-
tionary measures, which
include temperature monitor-
ing, disinfectants and close
vigilance over water and feed
supplies, stall areas and keep-
ers' boots, clothing and equip-
ment.

In the wake of this year's
outbreak, some exhibitors
stayed away from April's
Midwest Horse Fair in
Madison, and organizers put
up signs about EHV-1 in barns
and other facilities, while also
making hand sanitizers widely
available on the grounds.

Horse access was also lim-
ited and similar precautions
were taken at the Minnesota
Horse Expo at the state fair-
grounds later in the month.

If River Falls Municipal
Utilities wins it application
with a regional power compa-
ny, River Falls will be home to
its first-ever solar garden next
spring.

WPPI Energy, RFMU's utili-
ty wholesaler, will choose two
of its 51 utility members to
house "Community Solar" gar-
dens.

R F M U
Conservat ion/Eff ic iency
Coordinator Mike Noreen is
confident River Falls' applica-
tion will be chosen, even
though the city is up against
dozens of other companies.

"I think our chances are
very good/' Noreen said.
"There's no question we are in
it to win it."

Noreen said the solar gar-
den would help River Falls
compete in the changing
region's energy climate.

If the solar garden is creat-
ed, he said it would generate
enough energy to power about
10 houses for one year, even
with harsh winters.

"It's definitely a viable tech-
nology in Wisconsin," said
Noreen.

The solar garden would
start on one acre and expand.

KFMU customers can buy
shares of the panels, between
250 watts-10 kilowatts, and
invest in solar energy.

Kevin Westhuis, utility
director for RFMU, said the
exact prices haven't been fig-
ured yet. However, he gave an
estimate of how a customer
can get involved.

He said a $450 investment
would return a $30 RFMU util-
ity credit each year for 25
years.

While it is a long-term

investment, he said customers
would start earning money
back after 10 years, plus bene-
fit the environment.

Rates would not increase
for those who choose to opt
out of the solar garden pilot.

"We want to give our cus-
tomers a choice, while not
effecting customers that chose
not to," said Noreen. "This is
the best solution we know so
far that can make this hap-
pen."

While some local residents
have solar panels on their
homes and businesses,
Westhuis said a solar garden
would give more people a
chance to participate in
renewable energy.

"There are reasons why
people can't get it on their
houses, but they want to par-
ticipate," said Westhuis.
"That's why we want to create
this community situation. It
allows more people to be a
part of it."

Noreen also said energy
customers may face higher
costs in the future if RFMU
doesn't create a solar garden.

He said behind the meter
energy use may start happen-
ing in River Falls. Behind the
meter energy use is when a
customer generates part of
their energy, while still relying
on utility services.

"In these cases, people
demand less energy, but want
the same services/' said
Noreen. "We would have to
spread out the costs to a small-
er group and make it more
expensive."

RFMU has not yet decided
on a final location for the solar
garden, but Noreen said
Sterling Ponds Corporate Park
would be the best place.

'As utilities, we don't want
to get in the way of renewable
energy, said Noreen. "We want
it because our customers want
it."

River Falls continues to
compete with large cities
across the U.S. when it
comes to renewable energy,
according to a June report
by the U.S. Department of
Energy.

River Falls Municipal
Utilities ranked 4th for
"green power sales as per-
centage of total sales" and
10th for "customer partici-
pation rate" among utilities
participating in nationwide
Green Power Programs.

Green Power Programs
are offered by the U.S.
Department of Energy.
Utilities nationwide, in cities
like Madison and Palo Alto,
Calif, participate.

Mike Noreen, conserva-
tion and efficiency coordi-
nator for RFMU, said these
achievements reflect local
values.

"It gives you a glimpse
inside how people view their
energy in River Falls," said
Noreen. "It's voluntary pur-
chases, so these people are
going above and beyond.
These programs are avail-
able through almost every
utility in the U.S. and it's
caught fire here."

Locals are helping RFMU
achieve its goals by investing
in renewable energy.
Customers can buy $3
renewable energy blocks
from RFMU.

Nearly 6% of RFMU cus-
tomers are now buying
these blocks, which are
invested in renewable ener-

gy utility projects across the
Midwest.

St. Croix Valley Habitat
for Humanity is one local
organization taking action.
Every house in its River Falls
Eco Village generates its own
solar energy.

"This is where everybody
should be going," said Dave
Engstrom, executive direc-
tor for St. Croix Valley
Habitat for Humanity. "We
can no longer afford to build
in the old ways. We are try-
ing to find a way to be eco-
nomically sustainable in
every sense of the word."

While RFMU continues
to achieve sustainability
goals, its participation is
slightly lower than last
year's.

Noreen said the decrease
is a result of RFMU offering
other efficiency programs.

Utilities Director Kevin
Westhuis said he's confident
River Falls can achieve more
next year.

He said RFMU's goal is to
be the highest ranking city
in the state for customer
participation this year.

"As utility director I'm
here to support our staff,
take direction from our poli-
cy makers and ultimately
reflect the values of our
community through the
policy makers," said
Westhuis.

RFMU customers inter-
ested in getting involved
with renewable energy or
buying renewable energy
blocks can visit
www.rfmu.org/envi ron
ment.

The River Falls Town Board
continued discussion and
review of the town's field road
access policy at its regular
meeting July 7.

Review of the policy was
initiated last month after Town
Board members noticed
crumbling asphalt on several
town roads.

Zoning Administrator
Jerome Rodewald explained
how permitted field roads
become too muddy in the
spring for tractor use.

Farmers use other, non-
permitted, access points to the
road. The weight of the tractor
and other farm equipment
breaks off asphalt along the
sides of the road.

While the town's policy pro-
vides a definition and required
criteria for a field road with
access to town roads, it does
not explicitly say farmers must
use town approved field roads.

The board is also con-

cerned that many approved
field roads aren't being proper-
ly maintained.

At last month's meeting, the
board worked on drafting a
form letter reminding farmers
and other residents about the
town's field road access policy.

This month, the board dis-
cussed potential preventative
measures, such as adding a
section — or "lip" — of asphalt
connecting a permitted field
road to the town's road.

This measure would clearly
mark the field road access
point, and it would help pre-
vent damage to the road.

The board is also consider-
ing enforcing the policy by
requiring farmers to obtain
permits for their field roads.

The town's abandoned-
vehicle policy was also
addressed at the July 7 meet-
ing.

In response to citizen
requests, board members
scheduled an inspection of a

site on 92Oth Street for July 15.
The purpose is to see whether
there are more
unlicensed/abandoned vehi-
cles on the property than town
law allows.

In other town business, the
board approved a certified sur-
vey map for O'Connell Farms,
N8664 County Road W. The
GSM separates the cropland
from the farm buildings.

The farm buildings are not
being used, but there is an
interested buyer. A GSM show-
ing the boundary lines will
make the process of selling the
buildings more efficient.

A building permit was
issued to William and
Katharine McGee, N7453
Happy Valley Road, for a
detached garage/workshop,
$3O,OOO.

The McGees are the new
owners of the old Servant
Quarters Bread and Breakfast.
It is now being used as a pri-
vate home.


