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Senators: Chair – Mialisa Moline , Vice Chair – Doug Margolis, Elections Chair –Sylvia Kehoe, Secretary – Michelle Parkinson, Academic Staff Council Liaison-Karyn Wells

September 12, 2017
To: 	Dean Van Galen, Chancellor
116 North Hall
University of Wisconsin-River Falls
From:	Mialisa Moline, Chair
Faculty Senate
University of Wisconsin-River Falls
Re:	UWRF Faculty Senate Resolution 2017-18/1
The following resolution was approved, unanimously with 20 in favor, 0 opposed, and 0 abstentions, by the Faculty Senate on September 6:

Resolution Rejecting Bigotry, Racism, Anti-Semitism, and other Forms of Discriminatory Behavior at UWRF
Whereas, police statistics reported to the Wisconsin Department of Justice include an average of 48 hate crimes in Wisconsin annually[footnoteRef:1] and that this number is likely an underestimate as the federal Bureau of Justice Statistics estimated the number of hate crimes nationwide at 250,000 in 2015—almost 50 times higher than the national total reported by the FBI that year[footnoteRef:2], and [1:  Litke, E. (8/18/2017).  Hate groups, hate crime fester in Wisconsin. USA Today Network-Wisconsin. Retrieved 8/22/2017 from URL: www.postcrescent.com/story/news/investigations/2017/08/18/hate-groups-hate-crime-fester-wisconsin/580637001]  [2:  Ibid] 

Whereas, millions of individuals died fighting against fascism in World War II; and 
Whereas, the UW Board of Regents has passed a resolution affirming the importance of the University’s responsibility to protect our students’ freedom of speech:
…the University of Wisconsin System ‘has a solemn responsibility not only to promote lively and fearless exploration, deliberation, and debate of ideas, but also to protect those freedoms when others attempt to restrict them;’… the Board of Regents and the University of Wisconsin System are committed to honoring freedom of speech and expression as the System reviews existing policies to ensure each of our campuses supports and maintains an environment where civil discussions can occur as students learn, study, and prepare for their futures (text of BOR resolution).
Whereas, UWRF prohibits harassment and has a legal responsibility to ensure that our campus is a safe place for student learning;  and 
Whereas, students who are subjected to hate speech and intolerance, and the threat of physical harm, can no longer feel safe, let alone feel safe enough to study and engage in academic discourse, and
Whereas UWRF Faculty recognize their solemn responsibility to speak out against such behaviors because history has so effectively taught us that silence enables, even condones and encourages, such behaviors;  

The Faculty Senate of the University of Wisconsin-River Falls therefore resolves that we oppose bigotry, racism, anti-Semitism, and other forms of discriminatory behavior in any form.  As part of our commitment to providing a safe campus for learning, we will not tolerate events on our campus that disrupt or interfere with our mission; nor will we remain silent in condemning such behavior.
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