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2015-16 Faculty Senate Executive Committee Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, January 12, 2016, 1:30 – 3:00 PM
Room 211 AgSci (Dean’s Conference Room)

Present: Karl Peterson, Michelle Parkinson, Ryan Bench, Jim Graham

Call to Order, 1:36 p.m.

Approval of Minutes of 11/11/15, Peterson / Bench

Reports
1. Chair’s Report: 
a. Update from Chancellor regarding tenure policy task force: The task force did not craft or approve the final drafts of the tenure policy. These would be due to come to campus in the near future. After distribution there will be chance for feedback to BOR members. There is a plan to read the policy in February with full action in March meeting of BOR.
b. Restoration of shared governance in UW system: Emails were circulated by Democratic Representatives to change this law, but it does not seem to be getting a lot of traction. Concern regarding shared governance because of HLC accreditation; in order to be accredited academic faculty must oversee academic policy. Since we are only advisory, there’s a concern about losing accreditation. Board of campus reps. meeting will address this at the end of this month. 
c. Jim received the updated 100K distribution list. 
2. Officer Reports
a. Ryan meets with Matt Millett next week to talk about elections procedures. 
b. Karl will have a report on academic staff soon.
New Business

1. Committee Updates: Jim got an email from Kelly Browning requesting to nominate Rose Rude to be on the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. This committee does not seem to be in the Faculty Handbook. Executive Committee approves putting Rose forward for this committee by voice vote.  
2. Placing Peter Mac on the General Education Committee: Rellen Hardtke scheduled the meetings and Hillary Pollack wants to be removed, so we’ll approve Peter Mak as a substitute for that. 
3. Academic Standards Committee:
a. Academic Forgiveness Policy: we received a movement from the Academic Standards Committee to add to Chapter IX a policy of academic forgiveness for undergraduate students returning to UWRF. Will bring to Faculty Senate agenda.
4. Faculty Athletic Representative recommendations: Committee met and would like to recommend Earl Blodgett as male faculty athletic representative. He is currently on the committee. This means we’d now have an opening for a three-year term opening in May. Will go on next FS agenda.
5. Tenure Guidelines: We will allot time to discuss the policy if it is available by then either on agenda or under miscellaneous new business.  
6. Chemistry & Biotechnology Search and Screen Committee: Karl forwarded some names. Under motion 1-1-3, all of these must be approved by Faculty Senate. Executive Committee unanimously approved moving these forward:  Peterson / Ryan Bench. 
a. Jamie Schneider, Chair
b. Daniel Marchand
c. Michael Kahlow
d. Stacey Stoffregen
e. Matt Vonk (Physics)
f. David Bergs (student)
7. Jim received from the Provost the approved Strategic Plan initiatives for 16-17: Funds for Faculty Grant Writing; Accelerating Innovation; and Brazil Study Tour. 
8. FS Agenda: Will include all items above that we spoke to today; Jim will request the Chancellor to come to meeting to discussing Tenure Task Force

Adjourned at  2:28 p.m.
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