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GOAL FOUR – Engage in multidisciplinary inquiry
Multidisciplinary Inquiry (MD)

Course Number and Name PHIL 301: Environmentalist Ethics, Liberalism and Capitalism							

All courses with a General Education designation will include, to the extent possible, critical thinking, written composition, oral discussion, and graphic components.

To obtain an MD designator, the proposed course must meet all the criteria, as well as all the outcomes listed below and must be offered at the 300 level or above; courses in the MD designator may have one or more General Education designators as prerequisites.

Criteria:
· Courses designated MD will enable students to synthesize information and analyze complex issues to make informed decisions.
· Courses designated MD will enable students to generate, explore, and research new questions based on prior knowledge and experiences.
· Courses designated MD will approach issues from multidisciplinary perspectives.


	Outcome
	How will outcome be met?
	What assessment procedure(s) will be used?

	Students will be able to demonstrate analytical, creative, and evaluative thinking in the analysis of theoretical or practical issues from a multidisciplinary perspective.

	1.  Students will be able to make use of the fundamental principles of liberal justice to analyze and evaluate the legitimacy of many an existing law.  
2.   The other task that is the distinguishing mark of this multidisciplinary course is to subject liberal justice to value schemes in environmental ethics. To achieve this, students must first be able to make use of valuations in environmental ethics (be it biocentric measures, like land ethic, or various forms of anthropocentric ethics).    
3.  Certain presuppositions imbedded in modern economic theory are challenged by environmentalists.  Examining how the valuations of the environmentalists and the economists are at odds is one objective of this course.   It requires efforts of creative synthesis to view capitalistic ideals from the value standards in environmental ethics; as well as to subject environmental aspirations to the value standards of libertarian capitalists.  The point here is to grasp what new questions and outlook are generated in one discipline by bringing in presuppositions and evaluation measures of the other.
4.  The final section of the course is to look beyond the confines of liberal justice and modern economic theory, by escalating environmentalist critique of liberalism and capitalism in radical ways.   We will examine how justice is conceived in the utopias of Plato and Huxley; and perhaps even attempt at inventing our own utopia, thereby envisaging entirely other conceptions of both justice and the future texture of the environment.   It is here that creativity is most called for.
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The three exams and one group presentation, all of equal worth, are the instruments for assessing outcomes. I explain why I prefer wide ranging exams to essay papers in the “Course Proposal”. Only now I have made student presentation mandatory.  
Assessing Objective One:  Questions must test the student’s comprehension of the principles at work in liberal justice, as well as using this principle to evaluate and analyze laws.  Example of an exam question:  Answer the three following parts of this question: (a) Give a plausible paternalistic reason for a possible defense of the law that prohibits sane and consenting adults from selling their own organs for money.  (b) How is this reason incompatible with liberal justice? (c) Provide a non-paternalistic defense of this law, and discuss whether the law is defensible. 
Assessing Objective Two:  Students should be able to provide arguments for why the liberal and capitalistic ideals can be said to compromise environmental goals, as well as be able to subject environmentalists’ goals to a critique from the point of view of liberalism and modern economics.   Here is an example of a multifaceted exam question:  By what conception of equality would liberalism permit ending of wild nature for the sake of prosperity?  And by what conception of liberty would a libertarian capitalist give priority to prosperity over abundant wild nature?   But there is another definition of equality, made use of by biocentrists, by which all life forms deserve equal respect.  Why would many advocates of liberal justice reject this view of equality?   Explain why environmentalists would question the presumed value neutrality of the idea of liberty in libertarian capitalism, which results in them promoting prosperity over nature. 
Assessing Objective Three:  Students’ creativity and openness to radically new questions will be tested by compelling them to look afresh at the most cherished presuppositions.  The sample question for assessing Objective Two can also help assess Objective Three, since it requires creative approaches to respond to it.






All General Education courses will be reviewed by the General Education and University Requirements Committee. What data will be provided to the committee to demonstrate the extent to which students in this course are meeting the outcomes?


The entire second exam is needed to best assess the three objectives constituting the multidisciplinary  outcomes.   And this is because, what is needed is nothing short of wide reaching questions testing student grasp on issues, as diverse as, liberal theory, interlinking of liberalism and capitalism, environmental perspectives possibly challenging liberalism and capitalism, etc. 
A summary of relevant grades, of student achievement in Exam Two, assessing above outcomes, along with an analysis, will be provided. The point of the analysis is to attempt to figure out where and how the course is succeeding in meeting the above outcomes and where not. If changes are made to teaching format and assessment format to address any perceived failings or problems, then such changes and their possible successes or failures, will also be reported, as part of the analysis.


My rubrics:  

  
Exceeds Expectation:  . The student not only has an excellent grasp of the value measures in liberal justice, libertarian capitalism and environmental ethics, but can also subject the ideals of liberalism and libertarianism to value measures of environmental ethics, and vise versa. 

Meets expectation:   It is expected of students to have a firm and accurate grasp of the value standards of liberal justice, libertarian capitalism and environmental ethics. Now those just meeting the expectation, unlike those exceeding it, could be clumsy and not entirely accurate in subjecting value standards of one field to those of others; this is a rather hard goal to achieve.  It meets expectation, to grasp several fields separately, even if they cannot amalgate very well assertions found in one with those of other. 

Somewhat below expectation:      For students to merely have a correct conception of basic evaluative principles at work in the three aforementioned fields, would not meet expectation, if their grasp is neither thorough, extensive, nor detailed.  Students also make errors when integrating the various fields of inquiry.

Much below expectation:     Students who fall far below expectation can either make only the most elementary points about the principles underlying each field, or make serious errors when articulating these.   Hence they are unable to apply the findings of one field to another.  The student clearly has problems following the logic and reasoning behind what is being done in this course.


    
A grade of higher and lower “C:  Here, 
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