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*Absent

Guests: Terry Ferriss, ,Jennifer Willis Rivera, Dawn Huakai, Anthony Sumnicht.

Call to Order: David Rainville called the meeting to order at 3:34

1.  Seating of Substitutes. Steve Luebke for Michelle Parkinson; Interim Associate Vice Chancellor Wes Chapin for Provost Fernando Delgado; Tom Bruflat for Ryan Bench, seated without objection
           2.  Approval of Minutes of February 18, 2015. O. Rogers and D. Margolis. Approved with only 1 abstention.

Reports:

1. Chair’s Report: traveling to Madison to attend Board of Regents meeting. Resolutions not placed on agendas. Friday meeting with academic reps with board of regents president. Will address benefits and sick leave. Items on agenda. Were sent to committees. Asked for enrollment for MD courses. MD courses at capacity as were the EC courses. Proposal from Provosts office were broken into separate motions and sent to committees. 
2. Elections Chair Report. Seven seats open. Nominations for division elections to be sent tomorrow and at-large later. Elections start Monday after Spring Break for divisions. 
3. Academic Staff Council Liaison Report. No report
4. A Report from Academic Standards Committee (Terry Ferris Chair) concerning an Accommodations Policy for Non-Native Speakers When Taking In-Class Assignments.

       Report to Faculty Senate Executive Committee on development of a policy for
       accommodations for non-native speakers when taking in-class assessments.
 
Last fall the Academic Standards Committee was asked to review and consider the development of a policy for providing accommodations for non-native speakers when these students take in-class assessments.  We invited in Rhonda Petree and Thomas Pederson to participate in the discussions.   The Committee developed a proposed policy which basically provides 1.5 time for these students to take in-class assessments (exams, quizzes, etc).  The English Language Transition Program would identify eligible students and the testing accommodation would run similar to the current accommodation process used by the Ability Services for students needing extra time for exams. Other campuses provide this type of accommodation.  Student’s may have good social English skills but when they get to technical terminologies with disciplines they may need more time to adequately process the translation.
 
The group reached a consensus that even though the Committee supports the concept, we should not send the proposed policy language to Senate until there is evidence that the policy could actually be implemented.  Having a policy on the books that is not being implemented is worse than not having the policy.  The primary hurdle is identifying personnel to process and staff the out-side-of-class testing process.  Some progress was made in identifying a potential site for the test taking, space in Hagstad associated with the Falcon Scholars Program may be an option.  However, there is not personnel there to arrange, process and implement the testing that would be requested.  This would require staffing for at least 40 hours a week. The Committee requested that I send the Faculty Senate Executive Committee this memo to explain the Committee’s position.  We will not be sending our proposed policy forward to Senate and we will not be continuing discussion on this issue.  It is NOT the Committee’s responsibility to work out the implementation.  
 
The Committee strongly believes there is an underlying need for a greater campus discussion on accommodating the needs of international students on campus.  The discussion needs to have all stakeholders at the table including individuals involved with Establishing International Partnerships, Language Proficiency, Global Connections, ESL, Registrar’s Office, Student Services, Dean’s Offices and faculty representation. All of the unmet challenges need to be identified and solutions identified in a comprehensive manner.  There is serious concern that the campus is agreeing to bring groups of international students to campus and the infrastructure and programs needed on campus are not in place to meet the needs of or promises made to these international students.     
 
The Academic Standards Committee encourages the Faculty Senate Executive Committee to take action to promote and encourage this needed greater campus discussion surrounding accommodating the needs of the growing numbers of international students on campus. The Provost and Dean’s Offices are aware of the need and the potential policy through their representatives on the Committee.  

5. Other Reports

                
Unfinished Business:

       None
 
New Business Consent Agenda:  

1. A motion from Academic Policy and Programs Committee (James Zimmerman, Chair) to approve program changes to the Master of Business Administration major, (Name Change, Credits Change, Change in Curriculum).

2. A motion from Academic Policy and Programs Committee (James Zimmerman, Chair) to approve program changes to the Creative Writing Minor, (Change in Minor).

3. A motion from Academic Policy and Programs Committee (James Zimmerman, Chair) to approve program changes to the English Major-Creative Writing Emphasis, (Change in Major, Change in emphasis/option).

Approved without objection 21-0-0.



New Business:
	
1. The Second Reading of a motion from the Athletic Committee (Grace Coggio, Chair) to approve a change in the bylaws, 3.III.F.1 (Membership).

Proposed 3.III.F.1:

III - Section F – Athletic Committee
1. Membership: Four faculty (with equal representation of women and men), four students (the Student Athletic Advisory Committee President and three additional students from the Student Athletic Advisory Committee) to include a minimum of 1 individual sport athlete (CC, GOLF, TEN, TF) and a minimum of two team sport athletes (BB, FB, HOC, SOC, SB, VB) with equal representation of women and men, the Athletic Director, the Senior Woman Athletic Administrator, the Chair of Health and Human Performance, the women’s and men’s Faculty Athletic Representatives (FAR), and a representative from Human Resource and Workforce Diversity.

Current 3.III.F.1:

III - Section F – Athletic Committee
[FS 08/09-50]
1. Membership: Four faculty (with equal representation of women and men), the Student Senate Athletic Representative and one additional student from the Student Athletic Advisory Committee (with equal representation of women and men), the Athletic Director, the Senior Woman Athletic Administrator, the Chair of Health and Human Performance, the women’s and men’s Faculty Athletic Representatives (FAR), and the Assistant to the Chancellor for Equity, Compliance, and Affirmative Action.
D. Margolis and K. White.
20-0-1. motion passes


2. A motion from Academic Standards Committee (Terry Ferris Chair) to approve the following proposal:

 Academic Standards Motion on Global Perspectives Waiver for Veterans.

Proposed Policy: Global Perspectives Waiver for Veterans 
A veteran may request a waiver of the University's Global Perspectives requirement by demonstrating first-hand international experience or knowledge to the Veterans’ Services Coordinator, with verification of the DD214 and/or additional documentation as requested. The waiver requires the approval of the Dean’s Office of the student’s academic college.  The Dean’s Office will submit approved waivers to the Registrar's Office for entry into the student’s academic record.
· Note on implementation:    The Veterans’ Services Coordinator would use the student's DD214 to make a recommendation.  The Veterans’ Services Coordinator will record the waiver request on the "Program Exception Form" which currently is used for course waivers and substitutions.  The Veterans’ Services Coordinator will send the form to the Dean's Office of the student's academic college. The waiver requires the approval of the Dean’s Office.  The Dean’s Office will submit approved waivers to the Registrar's Office for entry into the student’s academic record.
 
· Recommendation  where to place the policy in the handbook:  List the policy as 8.2.21.1
*************************
 
The note on implementation was included for Senate information but is not intended to be a part of the actual policy.
 An error in the Handbook was also discovered:  8.2.21 is labeled Test-Out Program in the Table of Contents for the chapter but in the body of the chapter 8.2.21 is labeled Repeated Courses and 8.2.22 is labeled Test-Out Program.  Perhaps a different title should be used in the Table of Contents.  This appears to be a clerical issue and we hope that the Senate Executive Committee can clear up the confusion.
 

H. Najafi and D. Zlesak. 18-1-2. Motion passes.


3. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Approved by the General Education and University Requirements Committee on February 18, 2015

"The UWRF General Education Program will be revised, effective Fall Semester 2015-2016, such that the Sciences (S) and Scientific Investigation (SL) categories be replaced by a single Scientific Inquiry (SI) category based on the goals, criteria and outcomes described in the attached documents.  Further, that courses currently approved in the S and SL categories automatically be approved into the new SI category until the next General Education Assessment Report for that course is due.  At that time, a new General Education Appendix will need to be submitted, showing how the course meets the new SI criteria and outcomes.   Currently enrolled students will be allowed to fulfill all science general education requirements by completing two courses in the new Scientific Inquiry (SI) designator category."

The following is to replace the current Goal 3 in the UWRF Catalog:

	GOAL THREE
Apply scientific principles to the natural world. Students will demonstrate knowledge of the principles and methods of quantitative and qualitative scientific reasoning.  
Students will be able to:
1. apply mathematical skills in quantitative, qualitative, and analytical problem solving
2. demonstrate a knowledge of natural science,
3. analyze and interpret scientific data through inquiry-based activities.
To fulfill this goal, students are required to earn a minimum of 9 credits, with at least 3 credits under the M designation, and at least 6 credits under the SI designation in two courses.  The courses taken under the SI designation must be from different disciplinary prefixes (e.g. BIOL, CHEM, GEOL).
	Mathematics (M)
Criterion:
Courses designated M:
· emphasize mathematical skills in quantitative, qualitative, and analytical problem solving.
Outcome:
Students will be able to:
a. demonstrate and apply mathematical skills to quantitative, qualitative, and analytical problem solving.
Scientific Inquiry (SI)
Scientific inquiry is a powerful approach to developing human understanding of the natural world. This requirement aims at strengthening students' knowledge of the scientific method — the use of systematic observation, computational methods, simulation and/or experimentation to develop theories and/or test hypotheses. While rigorous scientific inquiry occurs in a wide variety of disciplines, courses which satisfy this requirement are limited to subjects which investigate natural or computational phenomena.  Courses approved for this category must incorporate significant inquiry-based learning activities into course content and must include one or more investigative projects in which students are required to analyze and interpret scientific data. 
Criteria:
Courses designated SI:
· develop students' understanding of the natural or computational sciences.
· strengthen students' knowledge of the scientific method — the use of systematic observation, computational methods, simulation and/or experimentation to develop theories and/or test hypotheses.
· emphasize and provide experience with analysis of scientific data through the collection of empirical data and/or use of simulated or  existing data resources through inquiry-based learning activities.
Outcomes:
Students will be able to:
a. demonstrate knowledge of theoretical principles and scientific methodology for explaining and predicting phenomena in the natural or computational world.
b. demonstrate the ability to develop and test hypotheses by collecting and/or accessing, analyzing, interpreting and communicating scientific data demonstrated through significant inquiry-based activities.




The following is to be used for assessment:
APPENDIX GE

GOAL THREE – Apply scientific principles to the natural world
Scientific Investigation (SI)

[bookmark: Text7]Course Number and Name      

All courses with a General Education designation will include, to the extent possible, critical thinking, written composition, oral discussion, and graphic components.

To obtain an SI designation, the proposed course must meet all the criteria and all of the outcomes listed below.

Criteria:
· Courses designated SI emphasize an understanding of the natural or computational sciences.
· Courses designated SI strengthen the students’ knowledge of the scientific method – use of systematic observation, computational methods, simulation and/or experimentation to develop theories and/or test hypotheses.
· Courses designated SI provide experience with analysis of scientific data through the collection of empirical data and/or use of simulated or existing data resources through inquiry-based learning activities.


	Outcome
	How will outcome be met?
	What assessment procedure(s) will be used? 

	Students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of theoretical principles and scientific methodology for explaining and predicting phenomena in the natural or computational sciences.
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	Students will be able to develop and test hypotheses by collecting and/or accessing, and analyzing, interpreting and communicating scientific data as demonstrated through significant inquiry-based activities.

	     
	     




All General Education courses will be reviewed by the General Education and University Requirements Committee. What data will be provided to the committee to demonstrate the extent to which students in this course are meeting the outcomes?

[bookmark: Text4]      H. Najafi and D. Margolis. 19-0-2. Motion passes.




Motion(s) from the General Education and University Requirements Committee 

Motions Passed by the General Education and University Requirements Committee
February 23, 2015

The General Education Program will be amended as follows (These proposed revisions if approved will commence effective with the fall 2014 catalog and will continue until there is another revision to General Education, unless otherwise noted below)


4. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Goal One will be amended provisionally by authorizing the relocation of the Advanced Communication category (CA) effective for the beginning of fall 2015 (i.e. it will be removed from the General Education Program and become a department-level expectation).  If this occurs, departments will be required to identify and/or develop a writing-intensive alternative within their curriculum, and will not be subject to General Education assessment processes. Either the existing writing-intensive course must be identified and included in the program’s description, or the new course proposal must be submitted to the curricular approval process by the end of February 2016 for implementation no later than fall 2016.  This will not be implemented if the English Department is able to identify an appropriate alternative*.

* The English Department has investigated a test-out as requested to investigate a possible test-out/placement score mechanism or process for incoming students that would allow them to obtain credits (e.g. 3-6 credits for general education) for The Communication-Reading and Writing and/or Advanced Communication categories, as a possible substitute for the removal of the Advanced Communication requirement.  The Department must be able to identify an appropriate process that will reduce the need for seat requirements by an amount roughly equivalent to that which would occur by relocating the Advanced Communication expectation from General Education to departments.  The recommendation from the English department must be delivered to both the Provost and Faculty Senate by May 1.  If the Provost verifies that the necessary seat requirements have been achieved through this effort, the Advanced Communication (CA) component of General Education will not be amended by this motion.

O. Rogers and K. White.
Move to postpone by G. Spiczak and M. Millett. 4-14-3. Motion to postpone fails.
Motion to call question by H. Najafi and L, Kelley 5-14-2. Motion to call the question fails.
Move to amend by M. Moline to remove first paragraph and make changes; seconded by Jim Graham. 

“The English Department has investigated a test-out/placement score mechanism or process for incoming students that would allow them to obtain credits (e.g. 3-6 credits for general education) for The Communication-Reading and Writing and/or Advanced Communication categories, as a substitute for the removal of the Advanced Communication requirement previously proposed.  The Department has identified a process that will reduce the need for seat requirements by an amount roughly equivalent to that which would occur by relocating the Advanced Communication expectation from General Education to departments.  The recommendation from the English department must be delivered to both the Provost and Faculty Senate by May 1.  If the Provost verifies that the necessary seat requirements have been achieved through this effort, the Advanced Communication (CA) component of General Education will not be amended by this motion.”

Amendment passes by unanimous consent.



M. Toman moved to amend the amendment. L. Kelley seconded.

“The English Department has investigated a possible test-out/placement score mechanism or process for incoming students that would allow them to obtain credits (e.g. 3-6 credits for general education) for The Communication-Reading and Writing and/or Advanced Communication categories, as a substitute for the removal of the Advanced Communication requirement.  The Department has identified a process that will reduce the need for seat requirements by an amount roughly equivalent to that which would occur by relocating the Advanced Communication expectation from General Education to departments.  The recommendation  is to follow the English Department proposal. “

19-1-1. Amendment to amendment passes.

Back to discussion of the amendment as amendment
20-1-0 amendment carries

Discussion of the motion as amended. 20-1-0. Motion as amended passes. Motion is below.

The English Department has investigated a possible test-out/placement score mechanism or process for incoming students that would allow them to obtain credits (e.g. 3-6 credits for general education) for The Communication-Reading and Writing and/or Advanced Communication categories, as a substitute for the removal of the Advanced Communication requirement.  The Department has identified a process that will reduce the need for seat requirements by an amount roughly equivalent to that which would occur by relocating the Advanced Communication expectation from General Education to departments.  The recommendation is to follow the English Department proposal. 



5. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Goal Two will be amended to read “SB (Social and Behavioral Sciences) – select one course.  Current language reads “SB (Social and Behavioral Sciences) – select two courses (Courses taken under both SB and HF designators must be taken from different disciplinary prefixes).”

D. Margolis and O. Rogers. 18-2-1. Motion passes

6. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Goal Two will be amended to read “HF (Humanities and Fine Arts) – select one course.  Current language reads “HF (Humanities and Fine Arts) – select two courses (Courses taken under both SB and HF designators must be taken from different disciplinary prefixes).”

R. Hardtke and H. Najafi.
Call the question by D. Margolis and K. White. 13-6-2. Call to question passes
8-9-3. motion fails

7. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Goal Three SI (Scientific Inquiry) will be amended to read “select one course.”
H. Najafi and L. Kelley.
6-9-3. Motion fails

Motion to reconsider Motion 5 by D. Margolis and  J. Kovacic.
14-6-1. Motion to reconsider Motion 5 passes.
D. Margolis moves to call the question and J. Kovacic seconds. 14-7-0. Motion to call question passes.

Back to vote on Motion 5.
9-9. Motion defeated. The chair voted.

8. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Goal Five will be changed by amending the HW (Personal Health and Wellness) requirement to a 1-credit health and wellness course only and thus removing the activities courses requirement).  Current language reads “. . . 2 credits under the HW designation . . .”

K. White and Ogden Rogers.
10-6-3. Motion passes



9. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

 Beginning with the fall 2015 catalog year, students will be allowed to count courses  as having met requirements wherever they meet educational outcomes (e.g. in university requirements and/or general education, and/or college requirements and/or majors/minors and/or certificates, and so on).  All language in General Education and University Requirements documents regarding double counting of credits will be removed.

H. Najafi and L. Kelley. 
Call to questions G. Spiczak H. N Najfai18—1-1
18-2-0. Motion passes.

10. A motion from the General Education and University Requirements Committee (Donavon Taylor, Chair) to approve  the following:

Goal Four of the General Education Requirements will be amended to consist of a First Year Seminar Requirement, effective Fall 2016.  The language, criteria and outcomes related to the First Year Seminar will be developed by the General Education and University Requirements Committee and submitted to the Faculty Senate by April 15, 2015.  In addition to other outcomes and criteria which may be included, the First Year Seminar language will include criteria and outcomes consistent with the UW-System Shared Learning Goal related to Individual, Social, and Environmental Responsibility (including civic knowledge and engagement, ethical reasoning, and action).  At the time of implementation of this change, there will be no Multidisciplinary (MD) requirement and the Ethical Citizenship (EC) requirement will be removed from Goal Five of the General Education Requirements.

K. White and R. Hardtke
Mia Lisa Moline moves to split Motion 10 (and seconded by D. Margolis), to four parts.
14-1-3. Split motion is passed. Motion split and question is divided.

New Motion 10.

10.  The Multidisciplinary (MD) requirement will be removed from the General Education Requirements.


J. Heppen and K. White. 
9-3-3. Motion passes
New 
A motion to change the order of the agenda moved by L. Kelley and D. Margolis.
14-1-3. Motion to change order of the agenda passes.

Agenda moved to Motion 16

New Motion 16
The Ethical Citizenship (EC) requirement will remain in General Education unchanged unless amended by the successful passing of Motion 18.

M. Moline and K. White.
Parliamentarian rules New Motion 16 is  an invalid motion.

New Motion 17.
K.  White and M. Learman.
Move to postpone by J. Heppen to next meeting seconded by R. Hardtke.
5-11-1. Motion to postpone defeated. Debate continues.
D. Margolis call to questions and seconded by H. Najafai.
8-9-1. Motion to call question fails. Question not called. Continue debate.
7-10-1. Motion failed.

Move to postpone all remaining  items on the agenda moved by J. Graham and seconded by O. Rogers.
14-0-3. Motion passes. 
Move to postpone 6:45 pm
Move to adjourn L. Kelly and O. Rogers at 6:45pm Motion to adjourn passes by unanimous consent.




11. A motion from University Curriculum Committee (Alexandru Tupan, Chair) to approve the following motion: 

On a one-time basis only, any department wishing to eliminate course pre-requisites (i.e. as the only substantive change) can by-pass the normal curriculum process if they are approved by the appropriate dean and submitted to the Registrar’s Office by May 1, 2015. 
All minutes from department meetings where curricular changes are approved are to be forwarded to UCC/APP and the departments affected by these changes.

12. A motion from University Curriculum Committee (Alexandru Tupan, Chair) to approve the following motion: 

On a one-time basis only, any department wishing to eliminate required supporting courses from its program (i.e. as the only substantive change) can by-pass the normal curriculum process if they are approved by the appropriate dean and submitted to the Registrar’s Office by May 1, 2015.
All minutes from department meetings where curricular changes are approved are to be forwarded to UCC/APP and the departments affected by these changes

13. A motion from the chairs of University Curriculum Committee (Alexandru Tupan, Chair) and Academic Policy and Programs Committee (James Zimmerman, Chair) to approve the following motion: 

All minutes from department meetings where curricular changes are approved are to be forwarded to UCC/APP and the departments affected by these changes.

14. A motion from the Executive Committee to approve the following:

The requirement for students to complete a minor will be removed, effective fall 2015, with the provision that the Provost will be authorized to exempt those programs that must have a minor (e.g. for DPI or accreditation purposes).  Requests for exemptions that specify the DPI and/or accreditation requirements must be received by the Provost by April 1, 2015.  

15. A motion from the Executive Committee to approve the following:

Every department should consider potential curricular revisions that involve:

· removing required supporting courses and pre-requisites wherever possible.
· evaluating their required and elective courses within their majors and minors to identify potential areas that can be reduced.  If requirements or other offerings are not critical to the mission of the university, college, or program, they should be considered seriously for revision or elimination.  Either a curriculum revision needs to be submitted to the appropriate college curriculum committee no later than October 1, or a notice to the relevant dean(s) and Provost explaining why no changes are occurring needs to be delivered by October 1.
· examining AP credit policies and considering an expansion of the number of AP courses for which credit is provided.  If a department believes credit within its program is not warranted but university-level credit is appropriate in a general elective format, that option should be pursued. 
· assessing whether they have classes where test-out options are appropriate and devising ways to implement these options by May 1, 2016.
· assessing enrollment patterns to identify courses with low enrollments, and modifying the frequency of offerings as appropriate (e.g. offering a course once per year instead of each semester, or offering it on a three- or four-semester cycle instead of annually).
· communicating to the Provost by April 1, 2015 if they must retain the requirement for a minor (e.g. for DPI or accreditation purposes).  

Miscellaneous New Business:

None 

Adjournment
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