UWRF Math Department

Assessment Plan

Mission Statement

To provide a complete array of mathematics courses and programs within a comprehensive university benefiting the greater community;

To dedicate our instruction to developing our students’ mathematical creativity and problem-solving abilities – from quantitative literacy to advanced analytical reasoning;

To foster an environment in which the free exchange of ideas and the active learning and appreciation of mathematics flourish.
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Goals/Values

1.
To continue to develop the scope and content of advanced classes in the major for the preparation of students for graduate school and mathematics careers.

2.
To enhance the preparation of pre-service and in-service teachers by infusing school-based mathematics exemplars in all levels of teacher preparatory programs and coursework.

3.
To provide quality mathematics, statistics and teacher education curricula that support a wide range of academic programs.

4.
To continue our leadership in the general education mathematics mission on campus.

5.
To maintain strong academic direction and advising for our students.

6.
To continue to incorporate technology into the curriculum, most critically in the preparation of future teachers of mathematics, to ensure in turn their proficiency with technology in their own classrooms.

7.
To develop our students into effective communicators through their written and oral presentations of mathematics.

8.
To effectively place incoming students into mathematics courses and to facilitate agreements with other campuses for transferring mathematics credit.

9.
To promote scholarship within the department, both broadly and narrowly defined.

10.
To continue to seek opportunities for cross-disciplinary research and interactions with other departments.

11.
To foster undergraduate research in both structured (classroom) environments and informal settings, and to facilitate student internships.

12.
To regularly and effectively assess our programs.

13.
To value and promote intra-department communication on teaching and scholarly activity.

14.
To foster professional, respectful and supportive interactions and relationships with our students – inside and outside of the classroom.

15.
To maintain and strengthen our relationship with communities outside of the department – employers, alumni, and fellow educators at all levels.

Action Steps


General


1.
Continue to hire faculty members of exceptional ability who



a) are able to support the full spectrum of courses offered in the 



Mathematics Department;



b) can facilitate student learning and scholarship inside and outside of the 


classroom.

2.
Procure funding for faculty, classroom and curriculum enhancement (including travel, space modernization and the infusion of school-based math exemplars.)

3. Maintain class sizes that promote the values of the department and the retention of students.

Curriculum

1.
Reexamine our statistics curriculum, including the possible expansion of 
statistics courses in the general education Mathematics sub-program.

2. 
Continue to provide long-term oversight of the remedial mathematics 
program.

3.
Hire from outside or develop in-house the expertise needed to provide 
interdisciplinary curricula.

4. Promote the use of the Center for Interdisciplinary Research for collaboration across the curriculum.

5.
Review the scheduling and offerings of upper-division and core classes for 
the mathematics major.

Teacher Preparation

1. Develop secondary math education cohorts; provide opportunities early in a student’s program to discuss and learn about mathematics education as part of a cohort.

2. Infuse early (sophomore year) teaching experiences into the mathematics curriculum of our Secondary Education majors.

3.
Expand opportunities for pre-service teachers to work with UW-River 
Falls students enrolled in targeted math classes.

Facilities

1. Acquire additional classroom space to accommodate projected growth in campus enrollment.

2. Acquire additional laboratory space to accommodate projected demand for technology-based instruction.

3.
Modernize existing classroom and laboratory space.

Student Support

1. Continue to provide the campus with quality tutorial resources for students in remedial and general education courses.

2.
Effectively manage the awarding of scholarships to our majors.

Community

1.
Establish a Mathematics Department Advisory Board.
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