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eography is the 
key to understand-

ing the interrelationships
between people and the
physical environment, and
interactions between places
on earth.  Geography strives
to make sense of the often
complex cultural and physical
environments around us.  
More than ever, there is a
need for knowledge of geog-
raphy, an integrating disci-
pline that focuses on the
study of place.  Through the
study of relationships of peo-
ple and their environments
and how people of different
cultures and levels of tech-
nology create distinctive
landscapes, the geographer
is prepared to assist in
understanding the world’s
complexity and in seeking
solutions to its problems.  For
these tasks, maps are the
geographer’s best known
tools.  Design, analysis, and
construction of maps, using
computers, are some of the
varied practical applications
of this discipline.

G
Goals and Objectives 
• to provide students with unique skills and perspectives based on the interdisciplinary and
integrative nature of the field; 
• to teach students to integrate information from both the physical and cultural realms to
understand ourselves, our relationship with the Earth, and the complexities of our growing
global interdependence;  
• to broaden students’ perceptions and understanding of the world in which they live; 
• to develop competencies in quantitative analysis, computer-based map-making, animation,
and geographic information systems (GIS); and
• to provide awareness of the scientific, artistic and ethical responsibilities in creating a good
and professional map.        

Program and/or Curriculum The geography and mapping sciences department offers
a full range of over 25 undergraduate courses leading to a major (36 credits) or minor (21 cred-
its) in the College of Arts and Sciences or a minor in the College of Education and Professional
Studies.  Majors may follow sequences in physical, human or applied geography.  In addition,
the department supports a separate GIS/Cartography minor program (21 credits) with a full
array of courses focusing on map design and Geographic Information Systems (GIS).  The
GIS/Cartography minor is open to all students regardless of the student’s major.  The minor is
designed to expose students to all facets of processing and mapping geographic information
from map design to Geographic Information Systems (GIS).
A fully networked and integrated computer laboratory houses the cartography and GIS hard-
ware and software within the geography and mapping sciences department at UW-River Falls.
This facility is integrated into the curriculum and features state of the art computer hardware
and software.  All geography majors and minors and GIS/Cartography minors gain experience
in the use of computers and in computer applications to problem solving.

Faculty  The geography and mapping sciences department consists of four full-time faculty
members with expertise in the major sub-fields of the discipline, including cultural and histor-
ical geography, physical and environmental geography, economic geography, and cartography
and geographic information systems. All members of the department are professionally active
through research publications, presentation of papers at professional meetings, and serving as
consultants to publishing companies and organizations. Two geography faculty have served as
president of the Wisconsin Geographical Society.

Career Opportunities Opportunities for geographers are as varied as the discipline
itself.  Students graduating with majors or minors in geography are uniquely well-prepared to
meet the growing demand for employees with a broad background in both the social and phys-
ical sciences.  Business firms engaged in commercial planning, population projections, trans-
portation, locational analysis, and the travel industry traditionally find candidates for employ-
ment among geography students. Government on all levels employ people with training in
urban and regional planning, cartography, geographic information systems, conservation, envi-
ronmental planning and management, as well as cultural and physical geography.  UW-River
Falls geography graduates are presently employed by the Defense Mapping Agency, U.S.
Bureau of Mines, U.S. Department of Agriculture, the Census Bureau, several local mapping
and engineering firms, the U.S. Geological Survey and Wisconsin and Minnesota Departments
of Natural Resources, as well as other state, county, and local government agencies.  Teaching
on the elementary, secondary, and university levels offers increased opportunities to graduates
in geography as the level of geographic awareness increases among Americans.  A growing
number of our graduates pursue advanced degrees in Geography.

A program in the College of Arts and Sciences

ACADEMIC ADVISING PLAN ON BACK



Bachelor of Science Degree. Academic Advising Plan.

Semester 1 (Fall)
GEOG 120 Human Geography ................................ 3 
ENGL 111 Academic Reading and Writing........... 3 
General education social science ...................................... 3
General education science ................................................. 3
General education fine arts ............................................... 3 

Total semester credits .......................... 15

Semester 2 (Spring)
GEOG 110 Physical Environment............................ 3
GEOG 111 Lab for Physical Environment.............. 1
ENGL 112 Persuasive Reading and Writing ......... 3
General education social science ...................................... 3
General education science ................................................. 2
Minor required course ................................................... 3

Total semester credits .......................... 15

Semester 3 (Fall)
GEOG 240 United States ........................................... 3
SCTA 101 Fundamentals of Oral Comm............... 3 
General education mathematics ....................................... 3
General education social science ...................................... 3 
Minor required course ................................................... 3
General education PE activity course.............................  .5

Total semester credits ....................... 15.5

Semester 4 (Spring)
GEOG 250 Cartography I.......................................... 3
GEOG Directed elective (systematic)............... 3
ENGL 241-5 Sophomore literature ............................. 3
General education science course .................................... 3
Minor required course ................................................... 3
General education PE activity .........................................  .5

Total semester credits.............................. 15.5

GEOGRAPHY

Semester 5 (Fall)
GEOG Directed elective (regional)................... 3
GEOG Elective (200+)......................................... 3
General education other course ....................................... 2
Liberal arts course ................................................... 2
Minor required course ................................................... 3
PE D 108 Health and Fitness for Life ................... 1

Total semester credits .......................... 14

Semester 6 (Spring)
GEOG Quantitative Techniques ....................... 3
GEOG Elective (200+)......................................... 3
Liberal arts course ................................................... 3
Minor required courses ................................................... 6

Total semester credits .......................... 15

Semester 7 (Fall)
GEOG Elective (200+)......................................... 3
GEOG Elective (400+)......................................... 3
Minor required course ................................................... 3
Liberal arts course ................................................... 3
General elective course ................................................... 3

Total semester credits .......................... 15

Semester 8 (Spring)
GEOG 401 Senior Colloquium in Geog. ................. 2
General elective or Minor required course ..................... 3
Liberal arts course ................................................... 2
General electives ................................................... 6
General education senior capstone .................................. 2

Total semester credits .......................... 15

Summary of Degree Requirements

General Education ...............................................40 cr. 
Liberal Arts Requirements ...................................10 cr. 
Major Requirements .......................................... 36 cr. 
Minor Requirements ..................................... 21-24 cr. 
General Electives ........................................... 9-12 cr.
Credits to Degree...............................................120 cr. 
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