
 
NOTES FROM THE CHAIR  
 
Fall semester is almost over and I wonder where the time went.  Each year, I am 
convinced that the semesters are a few days shorter, or does it just feel that way?  We’ve 
had a busy semester in the department.  General Education is being redone on campus 
which has us all working on developing new courses and revising and resubmitting 
existing courses.  Some of the distributions have changed and some new areas, such as 
multidisciplinary inquiry and ethical citizenship, have been added.  In the end this 
should make General Education a little more flexible, but getting a large organization to 
change always provides interesting twists.   
 
Thank you to all of the students and alumni who responded to our request for feedback 
last spring for the department’s program review.  Some of the outcomes articulated by 
the review committee include the need for a dedicated GIS lab manager, the 
development of a departmental advisory council, working on student recruitment, 
continuing to build the Cartography and GIS Minor, and refinement of our assessment 
plan.  We are currently working on a number of these issues.    
 
We continue to develop the GIS lab.  We currently have 14 student workstations in the 
main lab and three additional project machines in the side lab.  This is a big difference 
from the original eight machines, but allows each student their own computer for 
classwork.  It has pushed us to the limits of what the space can handle while leaving some 
room for breathing and working with maps and plots.  We have made some major 
changes to the network access for the lab.   It now connects directly to the GIS File 
Server which has isolated us from some of the slow downs we had been experiencing.  
The transition to a new campus-wide print server have provided some glitches that we’ve 
had to work through. 
 
All in all it has been a good start to the year. Students, faculty, and staff are all keeping 
very busy. 
 

 
INTERNATIONAL TRAVELING CLASSROOM 

 
This year marks the launch of a new semester-long, study abroad program for UW-River 
Falls students. Wes Chapin (Political Science), Gorden Hedahl (Dean – College of Arts 
and Sciences) and Charlie Rader (Geography and Mapping Sciences) have been working 
for the past year developing this program.  The idea was to have a program that allowed 
students to experience and travel in Europe while completing a semester worth of 
coursework.  It is oriented at primarily sophomores and general education courses.    
 
This year, Wes Chapin will be leading the group to Paris, London, Munich, 
Berchtesgaden, and Vienna.  Charlie will teach an intensive three week human 
geography course in Paris and London and Gorden will teach and intensive three week 
theatre class in London.  Afterward Wes will continue on through Germany and Austria 
teaching courses on international relations,  European politics, and introduction to 
Europe core course. The students will also have a couple of weeks to travel on their own.  
Thirty-five students are participating in the program this spring semester. 
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International Traveling Classroom (cont)   
 
Charlie is preparing to lead the group for the spring 
2006 semester.  He will be working with Marshall 
Toman (English) and Margaret Phinney (Teacher 
Education).  The working itinerary is London, Paris, 
Berlin, Freibur, Prague and Verona/Florence.  This 
will take good advantage of Marshall’s knowledge of 
the Czech Republic and Margaret’s knowledge of 
children’s folk literature. Students have already 
started to sign up for the program.  For more 
information, contact.  Charlie Rader, Department of 
Geography and Mapping Science, 715.425.3264 or 
charles.p.rader@uwrf.edu.  
 

GEOGRAPHY SCHOLARSHIP 
 

The Geography & Mapping Sciences Department 
encourages eligible majors to apply for the 
departmental scholarship for 2005-2006.  One award 
of $1000 or two at $500 will be awarded at the 
discretion of the Department.  Application forms are 
available on-line from the UW-RF Office of 
Financial Aid website.   
 
Eligible students must:  be a declared major for the 
year prior to receipt of the scholarship; have 
completed at least five geography courses at the time 
of application; have no incompletes; be a full-time 
student; have two semesters of full-time study 
remaining at UW-RF; and have a minimum overall 
GPA of 3.30 and a 3.50 in geography courses. 
 
To ensure that we can make this an annual award, we 
encourage contributions from alumni and friends.  
Contributions should be made out to:  UW-RF 
Foundation-Geography Scholarship, and be sent to Don 
Petzold, Chair of the Scholarship Committee. 
 

Donations 
Donations to the department go to support both the 
Geography Scholarship and the Scott Nelson Fund.  
These provide us with the means to provide partial 
financial support for one student each year and a 
variety of other things such as awards for graduating 
seniors and the map of the year contest.  Please 
consider making a donation to one of these funds this 
year and thank you to those who donated since last 
spring. 

Geography Fund - Ann Legreid 
Scott Nelson Fund - Caroline Nelson 

 

SGO NEWS 
 
SGO enjoyed an active Fall Semester. The first major 
activity was a map painting project of Wisconsin at 
Greenwood Elementary School in  September. 
Students also enjoyed a trip to the Minnesota Science 
Museum where they saw the film “Forces of Nature” 
and toured the exhibits. They capped the evening 
with pizza and pasta. For Geography Awareness 
Week the SGO set a table up in the Student Center 
and passed out prizes for correctly answering 
geography questions. That was followed by a nature 
trip led by Mike Albert at Kinnickinnic State Park. 
The semester ended with a pizza party. 
 

STUDENT/ALUMNI NEWS 
 
JOHN BOENTJE (’03) successfully completed his 
first semester of grad school at St. Cloud State and is 
in the process of choosing a thesis topic. 
 
KATHERINE GANNETT (‘04) visited the 
Department a few times this semester and is 
completing her first semester as an MA student in 
English composition at the University of Northern 
Iowa.  She is planning a trip to Scotland over the 
holiday break.  Watch out for that horizontal rain, 
Katie!  
 
EVA GASCON along with other university mates 
created a company  called CEHTEX, developed in 
Archeology, environmental sciences and geophysics. 
She runs the geophysics department, trying to 
introduce the technique of Ground Penetrating Radar 
in Spain. Eva is on a kayak polo team. This year they 
were 2nd in the Spanish championship and 4th in the 
European championship, but hope next year to be 
first.  
 
PHILIP SCOTT (‘01) is currently a stay-home-dad 
with his son, 18 months, and daughter, 5 yrs. 
 
MIKE STEUERNAGEL  (‘92 ) has been working at 
Short Elliot Hendrickson (S.E.H.) - Minnetonka 
office for going on 3 1/2 yrs as G.I.S Specialist. He is 
still working on Masters in G.I.S. at St Cloud State 
University (Happy to report all that’s left to do is a 
few final edits on his thesis.)   In May, they  
welcomed their second child into the family. Trent 
Benjamin was born on May 24th.  He joins older 
brother Nicholas (2 yrs old) as future geographers....  
Wife Donna is still working at Watertown-Mayer 
Middle School teaching 5th grade. 
 



AARON KENEALY (current GEOG major) 
presented a paper titled, “A Proposed 
Geographical/Demographical Strategy for the 
Kerry/Edwards Campaign,” at the annual meeting of 
the Wisconsin Geographical Society/AAG West 
Lakes Division at Oshkosh in September. 
 
REBECCA SUTTON (‘97) has made some 
transitions in the recent months.  After 4 yrs with 
GWE, she made a move to the south to work with 
Heifer International.  A reputable poverty and 
humanitarian relief organization.  Their website is 
Heifer.org if you take interest. Rebecca will be 
working on two of their specific initiatives being 
GENDER EQUITY and HIV/AIDS.  She is very 
excited to work within these two areas as she is very 
passionate about them. Rebecca’s move to Little 
Rock, Arkansas will be quite a transition from NYC 
but, as she says,  it is a great professional 
opportunity.   
 
MARK TINKLER (KSU ’91, SGO Pres. ’89,’90) 
recently accepted a new position working for a 
defense contractor doing geospatial intelligence. 
 
MIKE TRONRUD (’97) and wife Steph celebrated 
the birth of their second son, Isaac, in October. 
 
EZRA ZEITLER (’00) received his MA degree at the 
University of Nebraska-Omaha and is continuing his 
doctoral studies there. 
 
MICAH ZEITLER (’01) began law studies at the 
University of Wyoming.  He and KYLE CHURNESS 
(’00), who has recently moved back to Colorado, 
have gone hiking in the mountains surrounding the 
Wyoming Basin and have visited historic sites along 
the Oregon Trail.  Kyle continues his interest in 
photography and is pursuing a gallery opportunity in 
Fort Collins for a collection of his photos. 
 
Thanks to those of you who have updated us through the Alumni 
link on the department web page!  For those of you who have 
not, please do so, we’d love to hear from you. 
http://www.uwrf.edu/geography/Alumni/alumni_form.htm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MIKE ALBERT enjoyed being back on campus fall 
semester for a section of Human Geography.  He may 
recur in the future.  Home improvements continued to 
take up his time and money during the past spring 

and summer, including a new kitchen.  His life was 
changed forever in September with the discovery of 
two giant puffballs in the woods near his home. 

 
 
MARILYN BOSTRACK (retired PA) continues to be 
very busy.  She and husband, Jack, enjoyed a wonderful 
trip to New England and the Mid-Atlantic States this 
summer with two of their daughters. 
 
MARGUERITE FOREST continues to teach the 
Introduction to Cartography and GIS, GIS Theory 
and Methods, and Environmental Education courses. 
She has begun to prepare materials for the Senior 
Colloquium in Spring 2005. Early this summer 
Marguerite traveled along the lower Missouri River, 
following that section of the Lewis and Clark Trail on 
the anniversary of the expedition. The sights included 
replica keelboats and pirogues, reenactments of 
historic events, and famous landmarks. Later in the 
summer she led groups of international students on 
two-week volunteer work projects, eradicating 
invasive weeds and building trails, while camping out 
in the foothills of the Cascade Mountains east of 
Seattle, Washington. In late summer, she worked on a 
map of Wisconsin and Minnesota towns with high 
schools for the Admissions Office. 
 
JOHN HEPPEN enjoyed his fall semester.  He had 
fun teaching a big section of 140 students for 
Geography 120 in  the Agricultural Science building, 
but he looks forward to not having to walk across 
campus in the snow and smaller class sizes in the 
Spring. Additionally, in the fall he taught the United 
States and Asia & Oceania. SGO continued to be 
enjoyable as they painted a map of Wisconsin at 
Greenwood Elementary in River Falls and went on a 
trip to the Minnesota Science Museum and held their 
wonderful bake sales. He was able to attend 



conferences in Sioux Falls, South Dakota for the 
Great Plains Rocky Mountains meetings and 
Oshkosh, Wisconsin for the WGS and West Lakes 
meetings, where he presented papers on the regional 
geography of the US and caught up with some friends 
from both regions. He scouted out some possible 
places to visit for a Spring Trip to Sioux Falls. The 
Oshkosh meetings proved to be especially satisfying 
since Aaron Kneally presented a paper based on 
research Aaron did for the political geography class 
John taught last spring.  Research-wise  he had an 
article, "Wisconsin the Quintessential Midwestern 
State" appear in The Wisconsin Geographer,  and he 
was honored to write a forward for the book, A 
Geographical History of the United States City-
Systems: From the Frontier to the Urban 
Transformation.  The presidential election proved to 
be exciting as he was asked about his research and 
quoted in The Detroit News, and presented two 
public lectures on the 2004 election with colleagues 
from Political Science at the River Falls Public 
Library and Hudson Hospital. 
 
DON PETZOLD had a routine semester of teaching, 
which included another successful series of urban 
heat island investigations by his students in GEOG 
316-Physical Environments of Urban Areas.  He 
continues giving “Weather Wonders” workshops for 
4th graders in the St. Paul Public Schools – this year 
marks the 13th year of presenting these workshops.  
He also attended the joint meeting of the Wisconsin 
Geographical Society and West Lakes Division of 
AAG in Oshkosh in September where his advisee, 
AARON KENEALY, presented the results of his 
research in political geography (see item elsewhere).  
This summer, Don and Liny spent a pleasant two 
weeks at their cottage in New England before they 
began planning for a kitchen remodeling project.  
Despite promises that it would be finished in late 
October, work continues … sporadically!  Then 
there’s severe hockey withdrawal associated with the 
NHL strike … 
 
CHARLIE RADER has had full plate this semester 
between the geography department, the GIS 
laboratory, and the International Traveling 
Classroom.  Charlie returned to teaching Geography 
360 – GIS Theory and Methods for the first time in 
five years.  With the technology changes that have 
occurred in that time it was like developing a new 
course.  It has been a good experience.  He taught in 
the Wisconsin in Scotland Summer Session, late May 
through early July.  Nancy and niece, Erica, spent 
three of the weeks with the program.  They were a 
marginal hindrance to a sixteen year old and stock 

went up when she realized that they knew who 
Meatloaf was when she offered to play some of “her” 
music.  High points were stopping in Iceland for 
three days on the way over and making it to the Isle 
of Skye for a long weekend.  Summer brought the 
usual canoe trips and house projects.  The new ITC 
program is up and running and Charlie been helping 
Wes Chapin and Gorden Hedahl with the orientations 
for the 2005 group, and doing information and 
promotion for the 2006 group.  He will be in Europe 
early January to work out an itinerary, 
accommodations, and arrangements for 2006 and 
then will meet the group in Paris and teach an 
intensive Human Geography course for three weeks 
finishing in London and then returning home to pick 
up regular semester classes. Nancy hopes to come 
over for some of that time.  Other than that, between 
the ebb and flow of paperwork, he’s been delving 
back into cartographic history and also starting to 
look at how photography is used in communicating 
geographic information.  Nancy is still working with 
the State of Minnesota and traveling quite a bit in the 
state.  Velcro, the wonder dog, is still happy to see 
anyone who walks in the door.      
 
 
WANTED – SGO would like your old books for 
their book and bake sales.  If you have books, 
magazines, and/or CDs that you would like to donate, 
we would appreciate it greatly.  If it is convenient, 
you may drop them off at the department, bring them 
to the SGO banquet in the Spring, or if you are in the 
twin cities area, we could arrange to pick them up.  
Thanks for thinking of us.  
 
WANTED – Geography, GIS and Cartography 
students.  If you know of anyone, particularly a 
student thinking about university, please mention this 
department to them.  Wanted a few good 
Geographers.  
 
 

UPCOMING DATES 
 

Map of the Year Entries Friday, April 8th 
SGO Banquet Saturday, April 16th 
SGO Spring Trip April 29th – May 1st 

 
 

INTERESTING WEBSITES 
 
If in your digital roaming you discover interesting 
geographical websites, please let us know. 


