
Spanish 346:  Latin American Civilization II 
Wisconsin Content Standards       APPENDIX C 
 
All professional education content courses leading to certification shall include teaching and assessment of 
the Wisconsin Content Standards in the content area. 
 
In this column, list the Wisconsin Content Standards 
that are included in this course.  The Standards for 
each content area are found in the Wisconsin 
Content Standards document. 

In this column, indicate the nature of the 
performance assessments used in this course to 
evaluate student proficiency in each standard. 

1. Interpersonal communication 
including: 

• Minimum oral proficiency at a level 
equivalent to Intermediate-Mid on the 
ACTFL Proficiency Scale. 

• Strategies for initiating, maintaining, 
extending, and advancing conversation. 

• Strategies to check for understanding 
and to ask for clarification. 

Class Discussions and Group activities: 
Interpersonal communication is assessed 
informally every class through class 
discussions and group activities.  At the 
end of the semester this will compound the 
class participation grade. 

2. Interpretive communication including: 
• Processes for learning to read and 

listen with understanding. 

Questionnaires, Summaries, Reports:  
This class requires a significant amount of 
reading.  Students’ homework consists of 
reading and responding to questions or 
summarizing what they have read.  
Copying directly from the book is not 
accepted.  Students must demonstrate that 
they have understood the material.  These 
assignments are graded for content as well 
as for language accuracy. 

3. Presentational communication 
including: 

• Demonstration of grammatical 
accuracy in oral and written expression. 

• Demonstration of accurate 
pronunciation in oral expression. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Narration in written form at least equal 

to one’s oral ability (roughly equivalent 
to the characteristics of Intermediate-
Mid on the ACTFL scale). 

Oral Presentations:   
Students do research on specific topics that 
supplement the material covered in class.  
They then deliver a presentation in 
Spanish.  Though it is not required, most of 
them use Power Point.  These presentations 
are evaluated as follows: 
• Content and organization: 50% 
• Pronunciation and fluency: 10% 
• Language accuracy (vocabulary, 

grammar, spelling): 30% 
• Presentational skills: 10% 
 
 
Short reports on assigned topics written in 
Spanish.  These assignments are graded for 
content as well as for language accuracy. 
 



4. Cultural practices and perspectives 
including: 

• Daily living patterns, societal 
structures, institutions, and value 
systems of Latin American countries 
from 1800s to the present. 

•  Cultural practices such as religious 
celebrations, historical events, and 
rites of passage of Latin American 
countries from 1800s to the present. 

• How various forces have shaped 
perspectives of the target culture. 

 

Examinations: Chapter tests and final 
examination written in Spanish. 
 
Homework: Questionnaires, summaries 
and reports as described above. 
 
Oral Presentation as described above. 
 
 
 

5. Cultural products and perspectives 
including: 

• Historical, geographical, political, 
socioeconomic, literary, and artistic 
features of Latin American culture. 

• The role and significance of other 
cultures on the target culture and of the 
target culture on other cultures (today 
and in the past). 

 

Examinations: Chapter tests and final 
examination written in Spanish. 
 
Homework: Questionnaires, summaries 
and reports as described above. 
 
Oral Presentation as described above. 

6. Cultural comparisons including: 
• Historical, geographical, political, 

socioeconomic, literary, and artistic 
features of Latin American culture. 

Whenever possible, students compare the 
cultural and historical developments of 
Latin American civilization to the 
corresponding periods or historical events 
in the U.S.  This is also evaluated through 
examinations, homework, oral 
presentations and class participation as 
described above.  
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