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Welcome to the 2011
Newsletter. It has been
another amazing and busy
year for Political Science.
We've worked to provide
our prospective and cur-
rent students with repre-
sentative examples of the
careers they «can
choose with a political
science major, and
many of you have sent
us digital photos and
biographies to help us.
Thank you! We’'ve
placed all of them onto
our public displays in
multiple ways, includ-
ing putting many of
your photos onto our
walls within the office.
Please send us your infor-
mation if you have not
done so already because
we’d love to include all of
you.

In April we hosted a won-
derful panel of alumni who
were able to provide sug-
gestions to current stu-
dents about how to pre-

pare for careers, and I'd
like to thank publicly
Melissa (Weisbrich) Fran-
sen, Annie Johnson, Scott
Nordstrand, Jennifer

(Firchow) Oscarson, Dan
Singel, and Kris Wilkens for
helping us. We hope to

Wes Chapin

have more of these ar-
ranged in the future, and
to see you at another
alumni reunion before too
many more vyears have
passed!

The current students also
remain very active, as
you’ll see from some of the

stories in this newsletter.
They continue to partici-
pate in the National Con-
ference for Undergraduate
Research, with four of
them presenting their un-
dergraduate research in
New York. Eleven students
traveled to Sault Ste.
Marie for the annual
Arrowhead Model
United Nations, and
nine students partici-
pated by presenting
research at the Wiscon-
sin  Political Science
Association conference,
just to mention several
of their more promi-
nent activities.

| hope you also enjoy the
updates regarding the fac-
ulty and the alumni pro-
files that you’ll find in this
newsletter. Please keep us
posted about where you
are and what you are do-
ing. Cheers!

Send us your news!
POLSnewsletter@uwrf.edu

UWREF International Relations Club represents Bangladesh,

Nigeria, and Portugal

The 2011 Arrowhead
Model United Nations Con-
ference was held in Sault
Ste. Marie, Michigan. The
IR Club members decided
to share a chartered bus
with other colleges, and we
gathered in the Caucus
Room on the evening of
Wednesday, April 6, ea-
gerly awaiting our ride.
The time was put to good
use, with a tournament of

by Wes Chapin

games, debates, &
and occasional
rest, although
the latter was
extremely  lim-
ited (I discovered
that trying to
sleep on a hard
floor, even with a
sleeping bag,
was a lot easier
in my 20s than
in my 40s!).

IR Club members in the Caucus Room
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Front, L-R, Risa Anzai, Bri
Klaras, Liz Hebert, Randi

Chantrill, Amanda Swanson.

Middle, Joe Hamblin, Becca

Machones, Jessica Wheeler.

Back Wes Chapin, Rachel
Ryan, Logan Villebrun, Tom
Justesen
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IR Club Members

Finally, about 2:45 a.m. the
bus arrived, and we spent the
next 12 hours traveling to
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. It
was tiring but a good experi-
ence, too. As Becca
Machones said, “The twelve
hour bus ride was a great
club-bonding experience.”
After we arrived, the IR Club
spent four days representing
Bangladesh, Nigeria, and
Portugal in simulations of the
Security Council and General
Assembly. The first event
was a round of policy
speeches, and then the coun-
try delegations sent repre-
sentatives to committee
meetings, debating political,
environmental, economic,
social, and other important
global issues. Key issues,
such as the violence in Libya,
economic trade agreements,
and human rights formed the
basis for the discussions,
which were lengthy but fruit-
ful. As Randi Chantrill found,
a lot of ambassadors to the
Security Council could work
productively even when seri-
ous disputes arose. “There
was an emergency session on
the Ivory Coast and we were
able to write a resolution that
sent peacekeepers to the
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For the fourth straight year,
Wes Chapin led a group of
students to Europe to study
the history, culture, and poli-
tics of German-speaking
Europe. In March 2010 the
students traveled to Berlin
before visiting Rothenburg
ob der Tauber and Munich.
In Berlin the group toured the
Reichstag, learning about the
history and politics of Ger-
many. One of the highlights
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dents were able to hear part
of a presentation while sit-
ting in the party faction room
used by the leaders of the
Christian Democratic Union,
with political science major
Jeff Klinkammer taking the
seat used by German Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel. Among
the other important political
and historical sites visited by

(continued)

country to protect citizens. It
had support from the Arab
League, and the African Un-
ion, and was a great example
of the hard work and coop-
eration that we were able to
generate, even under the
most challenging of circum-
stances.” Compromise was
the order of the day!

The General Assembly Com-
mittees were also very busy
and productive. As Rachel
Ryan remarked, “I had a really
great experience. | learned a
lot about environmental is-
sues and the procedures in-
volved in the United Nations.
I had a lot of fun engaging in
debate and recommend the
conference to anyone inter-
ested in international poli-
tics.” Logan Villebrun, who
served on the Political and
Security Committee, said that
the delegates were very
“proud of the work we did
and the accomplishments of
our fellow delegates.”

The highlight of the confer-
ence was probably the
awards banquet. The key-
note address was provided by
Mary Robinson, former presi-
dent of Ireland and former
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UN High Commissioner for
Human Rights, who spoke
passionately about becoming
involved in global politics,
generally, and, more specifi-
cally, about issues such as
human rights and indigenous
groups. The Club was par-
ticularly thrilled during the
awards segment of the con-
ference when Liz Hebert was
recognized with a nomination
for Best Delegate of a General
Assembly Committee, and

Randi Chantrill was awarded
the Best Delegate Award for
the Security Council.

Rachel Ryan representing
Bangladesh in the Envi-
ronmental Committee

Political Science studentsR: Taylor Burnett,
Jeff Klinkhammer, Cory Heaton, Brynn Ribbens,

and Katie Oaks

the group were the German
Historical Museum in Berlin,
the Medieval Torture Museum
in Rothenburg, and Dachau
Concentration Camp.
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Wisconsin Political Science Conference

L-R: Becca Machones, Randi Chantrill,
Rachel Ryan, Logan Villebrun, Beth Bi-
agi, Sheila Thompson, Joe Hamblin, Bri
Klaras, Tom Justesen, and Wes Chapin

On Thursday, October 14,
2010, nine students traveled
to Milwaukee to participate in
the Wisconsin Political Sci-
ence Association conference,
held at Cardinal Stritch Uni-
versity. The group arrived in
time to sample some of Mil-
waukee’s traditional cuisine
and entertainment, stopping
at the local “Hofbrauhaus,”
where students sampled Ger-
man food. They then tried
their hand at a game of
“Hammerschlagen,” with each

The Future of the House of Lords

In the Fall of 2010, | partici-
pated in the UW-River Falls
Semester Abroad Europe
program. Through this pro-
gram, | had the opportunity
to spend my semester in
London. While there, | per-
formed an independent re-
search project that was an
analysis of the proposed
changes to the House of
Lords and how effective
these changes would be. For
my project, | interviewed
Parliament Members, at-
tended Parliament sessions,
and conducted research for
about two months, while the
last month was a chance to
travel independently in
Europe.

The opportunity to study in a
foreign country taught me
things | would have never
been able to gather in the
classroom.  The hands-on
approach of this program
really appealed to my learn-
ing style. Through my inter-

“player” taking
turns hammer-
ing a nail into
a large stump,
hoping not to
be the last
person to
complete their
tasks.

After exploring
Milwaukee on
Thursday eve-
ning, the
group spent
the rest of
their time at the conference.
Most of the UWRF students
prepared research focusing
on “The War in Afghanistan,”
and participated in a panel
presentation chaired by Wes
Chapin. The focus of their
research was on the causes
of the conflict, but they also
addressed costs, conse-
quences, and other factors.
Students and faculty mem-
bers in the audience asked
questions regarding hegem-
ony, female suicide bombers,

views and days spent at Par-
liament, | was able to gather
insight from those who knew
the British political system
best. | learned all about the
history of Parliament, the
proposed changes, and the
points of view from members
in various parties. Addition-
ally, some of the MP’s were
willing to provide personal
tours of Parliament. This,
and the opportunity to ob-
serve sessions, taught me a
lot about the building and
the way their government
functions.

Not only was my semester
abroad a great educational
opportunity, but it also gave
a lot of insight into myself.
The independent nature of
this program was a very
challenging aspect that ef-
fectively pushed me and
tested my limits. The feats
that | had to accomplish in-
dependently, from traveling
some of Europe’s biggest
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the US role in the region, and
related issues. It was a very
lively and informed discus-
sion and, as Cecilian Manri-
que, Professor of Political
Science at UW-La Crosse,
remarked, “From the per-
spective of a member of the
audience, the students did a
very professional job of pre-
senting their views, their
arguments and answering
questions in a well-
researched manner. You can
be proud of these students
and their preparedness and
professionalism.”

The students also had op-
portunities to learn about
graduate school possibilities,
including how to prepare and
apply, and to participate in
activities related to best
practices in teaching and
learning. Several of the par-
ticipants are already planning
to apply to graduate school,
and their experiences learned
at this conference should
help them in their endeavors.

cities alone, to conquering
public transportation, to un-
derstanding other cultures,
were all experiences that
enhanced my learning and
gave me greater confidence
in my abilities. This program
was undoubtedly my greatest
experience here at River
Falls. | made many great
friends and saw and experi-
enced many new things. |
had the opportunity to de-
sign my semester abroad just
how | wanted it. It was an
amazing experience that |
would encourage all students
to consider participating in.

-

Ballots are the
rightful and
peaceful successors

to bullets.

{ Abraham Lincoln

J
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Hammerschlagen:
Beth Biagi takes aim
before striking, with
Logan Villebrun
awaiting his turn

Kate Lange in London



